
Seven Mile Miracle Easter Devotion by: Pastor Steven Furtick 

DAY 1: 

Luke 23: 

32And there were also two other, malefactors, led with him to be put 
to death. 

33And when they were come to the place, which is called Calvary, 
there they crucified him, and the malefactors, one on the right hand, and 
the other on the left. 

34Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they 
do. And they parted his raiment, and cast lots. 
 

Matthew 21: 

6And the disciples went, and did as Jesus commanded them, 

7And brought the ass, and the colt, and put on them their clothes, and 
they set him thereon. 

8And a very great multitude spread their garments in the way; others 
cut down branches from the trees, and strawed them in the way. 

9And the multitudes that went before, and that followed, cried, saying, 
Hosanna to the Son of David: Blessed is he that cometh in the name of 
the Lord; Hosanna in the highest. 

10And when he was come into Jerusalem, all the city was moved, 
saying, Who is this? 

11And the multitude said, This is Jesus the prophet of Nazareth of 
Galilee. 
 



Matthew 18: 

21Then came Peter to him, and said, Lord, how oft shall my brother 
sin against me, and I forgive him? till seven times? 

22Jesus saith unto him, I say not unto thee, Until seven times: but, 
Until seventy times seven. 
 

Key Scripture: Luke 23:34 
Thought for Today: Jesus' forgiveness extends beyond your greatest 
sins. 
Jesus chose His words carefully. 

When He hung on the cross, suffering through a horrific punishment He 
did nothing to deserve, He didn't waste His final breaths. He spoke 
words that echo throughout eternity, forever shaping the way we view 
and receive His sacrifice. 

Luke 23:34 records the first of the seven final sayings of Jesus on the 
cross: "Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing." 

Just five days earlier, on what many now call Palm Sunday, people 
crowded the streets of Jerusalem, welcoming Jesus to the cries of, 
"Hosanna! Hosanna in the highest!" 

Days later, He looked down on another crowd at the foot of His cross 
harshly shouting, "Crucify him!" 

His response to their outcry was opposite of what many of us might have 
done. Jesus asked God to have mercy. "Father, forgive them, for they do 
not know what they are doing." His words reached far beyond the 
bloodthirsty people at His feet to us, today. 

While it was our sin that ultimately subjected Jesus' life to the relentless 
beating, mocking, and torture of the cross, it was the forgiveness Jesus 



issued in the midst of His torment that has the power to forever 
transform your life. 

His forgiveness, if you receive it, extends beyond your deepest hurts, 
regrets, and failures. 

To receive this great gift, we first have to see exactly how far His 
forgiveness reaches and all it covers: rejection of Christ, turning from 
His ways, doubting who He is, and so much more. 

All of us have sinned and fallen short of living a perfect life. But we 
have the hope of forgiveness. Forgiveness that takes away those sins. No 
matter who you are, where you have been, or what you have done, Jesus 
forgives you. Unconditionally. 

PRAY: 
Jesus, give me the perspective today to see the full extent of your 
forgiveness. Forgive me for the times that I have unknowingly, and 
knowingly, sinned against you. I pray the same forgiveness I receive 
from you may overflow into the forgiveness I extend to others. In Jesus' 
name, Amen. 

APPLY: 
The full extent of Jesus' forgiveness extends beyond your greatest sins, 
and allows you to extend it beyond the greatest sins others have 
committed against you. What is one offense you have yet to forgive 
someone for? Take the opportunity today to reach out to that person to 
offer forgiveness. 

 

 

 

 



DAY 2: 

Luke 23: 

39And one of the malefactors which were hanged railed on him, 
saying, If thou be Christ, save thyself and us. 

40But the other answering rebuked him, saying, Dost not thou fear 
God, seeing thou art in the same condemnation? 

41And we indeed justly; for we receive the due reward of our deeds: 
but this man hath done nothing amiss. 

42And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when thou comest into 
thy kingdom. 

43And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt thou 
be with me in paradise. 
 

Genesis 40: 

9And the chief butler told his dream to Joseph, and said to him, In my 
dream, behold, a vine was before me; 

10And in the vine were three branches: and it was as though it budded, 
and her blossoms shot forth; and the clusters thereof brought forth ripe 
grapes: 

11And Pharaoh's cup was in my hand: and I took the grapes, and 
pressed them into Pharaoh's cup, and I gave the cup into Pharaoh's hand. 

12And Joseph said unto him, This is the interpretation of it: The three 
branches are three days: 



13Yet within three days shall Pharaoh lift up thine head, and restore 
thee unto thy place: and thou shalt deliver Pharaoh's cup into his hand, 
after the former manner when thou wast his butler. 

14But think on me when it shall be well with thee, and shew kindness, 
I pray thee, unto me, and make mention of me unto Pharaoh, and bring 
me out of this house: 

15For indeed I was stolen away out of the land of the Hebrews: and 
here also have I done nothing that they should put me into the dungeon. 

16When the chief baker saw that the interpretation was good, he said 
unto Joseph, I also was in my dream, and, behold, I had three white 
baskets on my head: 

17And in the uppermost basket there was of all manner of bakemeats 
for Pharaoh; and the birds did eat them out of the basket upon my head. 

18And Joseph answered and said, This is the interpretation thereof: 
The three baskets are three days: 

19Yet within three days shall Pharaoh lift up thy head from off thee, 
and shall hang thee on a tree; and the birds shall eat thy flesh from off 
thee. 

20And it came to pass the third day, which was Pharaoh's birthday, 
that he made a feast unto all his servants: and he lifted up the head of the 
chief butler and of the chief baker among his servants. 

21And he restored the chief butler unto his butlership again; and he 
gave the cup into Pharaoh's hand: 

22But he hanged the chief baker: as Joseph had interpreted to them. 
23Yet did not the chief butler remember Joseph, but forgat him. 

 



Lamanations 3: 

19Remembering mine affliction and my misery, the wormwood and 
the gall. 

20My soul hath them still in remembrance, and is humbled in me. 
21This I recall to my mind, therefore have I hope. 
22It is of the LORD'S mercies that we are not consumed, because his 

compassions fail not. 
23They are new every morning: great is thy faithfulness. 

 

Key Scripture: Luke 23:43 
Thought for Today: It was impossible for Jesus to save Himself if He 
was going to save us. 
As Jesus hung between two criminals, one mocked Him, hurling insults 
upon Him. "Aren't you the Messiah? Save yourself and us!" 

Jesus could have escaped this scene of torment and humiliation, but in 
that moment, He chose to obey the purpose He came to fulfill. Jesus 
knew He wouldn't do the very thing the criminal asked of Him in Luke 
23:39. 

You see, it was impossible for Jesus to save Himself if He was going to 
save us. 

In the pressure of everyday life, you may cry out for God to save you. 
However, Jesus longs to do more than rescue you from dire 
circumstances. He wants to save your soul first. 

The other criminal hanging on a cross next to Jesus recognized Him as 
the Messiah, the saving King. And in his dying breaths, he made a 
simple request for salvation: "Jesus, remember me when you come into 
your kingdom" (Luke 23:42). 



Jesus did more than remember. He said in Luke 23:43, "I tell you the 
truth, today you will be with me in paradise." This was a firm promise 
that Jesus was guaranteeing the thief a place in heaven, with Him. 

Consider today the wonder of salvation through Jesus. He offers 
remembrance and redemption. 

When Jesus says, "I will remember you," He's working on our behalf. 

He hung on the cross on behalf of our sins. 

He endured the wrath of the cross so we would never have to stand 
before such judgment without a redeemer. 

He gave His earthly life to invite us into eternal salvation. 

Each day, we get to choose how we remember our salvation. 

Will we recount the sin in our life? 

Or remember the grace He makes available every day? 

Will we regret the choices that put us where we are? 

Or remember that Jesus saved us and will work through us as we humbly 
depend on Him? 

No matter what you choose to remember, Jesus has already chosen to 
remember you, and has guaranteed a place in eternity with Him. 

PRAY: 
Jesus, I praise you for the grace you showed to the man hanging next to 
you on the cross. Your mercies are greater than anything I can 
comprehend. Thank you for remembering me specifically, although I 
deserved the punishment you received. Open my eyes, Lord, to receive 
the mercy you make available to me so that I may remember you in 
everything I do. In Jesus' name, Amen. 



APPLY: 
While Jesus chooses not to remember our sin, they're often easy for us to 
recall. Write down several ways Jesus has changed you since you 
received His salvation. For each sin, write, "God delivered me from 
_____ so that I could receive ______." Celebrate this as a new way to 
remember the transformative power of your salvation. 

  



DAY 3: 

John 19: 

26When Jesus therefore saw his mother, and the disciple standing by, 
whom he loved, he saith unto his mother, Woman, behold thy son! 
27Then saith he to the disciple, Behold thy mother! And from that hour 
that disciple took her unto his own home. 

 

James 4: 

7Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee 
from you.8Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse 
your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double minded.9Be 
afflicted, and mourn, and weep: let your laughter be turned to mourning, 
and your joy to heaviness.10Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, 
and he shall lift you up. 

 

John 15: 

9 As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you: continue ye in my 
love. 

10 If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I 
have kept my Father's commandments, and abide in his love. 
11 These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in 
you, and that your joy might be full. 
12 This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved 
you. 
13 Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for 
his friends. 
14 Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you. 



15 Henceforth I call you not servants; for the servant knoweth not what 
his lord doeth: but I have called you friends; for all things that I have 
heard of my Father I have made known unto you. 
16 Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, 
that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: 
that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it 
you. 
17 These things I command you, that ye love one another. 

 

Key Scripture: John 19:26-27 

Thought for Today: The relationship God wants to have with you is not 
based on anything He needs from you. It is based entirely on what you 
need from Him. 

It's easy to establish and prioritize relationships based on what has been 
or can be done for us. The value we place on relationships is often 
contingent on what we think other people will contribute to the 
relationship. 

That's what's so amazing about our relationship with God. In our sin and 
imperfection, it's difficult to say we provide much that could impress an 
already-perfect God. 

The good news is, God doesn't measure His relationship with us based 
on what we have done or can do for Him. If we receive His grace, He 
has already accepted, forgiven, and saved us. Nothing can take away His 
love or relationship. 

We see this at the cross, as Jesus hung before a tortuous, merciless 
crowd of hecklers. He was abandoned by nearly everyone that had once 



fellowshipped with Him. Though His love never left them, His people 
left Him. 

Yet as Jesus looked down from the cross, He saw two familiar faces 
standing amongst the crowd-His mother, Mary, and His disciple, John. 
Upon seeing them, Jesus issued His final words to them. 

When Jesus said, "Here is your son … Here is your mother," He showed 
His passion for relationship, particularly the kind He desires with His 
people: close, caring, intimate. 

Many people hide from these type of tight-knit relationships because 
they may fear, "If people really knew me, they'd never accept me." But 
God really knows you, and He has already accepted you. 

The relationship God wants to have with you is not based on anything 
God needs from you. It is based entirely on what you need from Him. 

Jesus knew His mother needed someone to watch over her, protect her, 
and care for her. When He looked down and saw how close she had 
drawn to Him, even as He died a horrific death on the cross, Jesus took 
the time to make sure she would never be alone. 

Jesus knows the state of your heart today. He knows if you are trying to 
push through any pain or insecurity. He knows if you feel like everyone 
else has left you. He knows exactly what you need, and He is with you, 
desiring to be in close, caring, intimate relationship with you. 

Embrace the unconditional love Jesus wants to show you today. 

In your every thought, every word, and every action, you are loved. Stay 
close to God, and He will stay close to you. 

PRAY: 



Jesus, thank you for acknowledging our need for care and relationship in 
your final moments on the cross. Thank you for always looking upon me 
with love and favor, no matter what my sins deserve. Give me the 
perspective to prioritize my relationship with you today, and guide me as 
I learn how to follow you. In Jesus' name, Amen. 

APPLY: 

Jesus died not to scowl at us for the price our sin forced Him to pay, but 
to smile at us in the joy of His eternal relationship with us. As you read 
Jesus' words and instructions today, imagine Him speaking to you with a 
smile on His face. How does this change the way you receive the 
relationship Jesus wants to have with you? Shift your perspective to see 
He delights in you. 

  



DAY 4: 

Matthew 27: 

46And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eli, 
Eli, lama sabachthani? that is to say, My God, my God, why hast thou 
forsaken me? 

Luke 22: 

39And he came out, and went, as he was wont, to the mount of Olives; 
and his disciples also followed him. 

40And when he was at the place, he said unto them, Pray that ye enter 
not into temptation. 

Hebrews12: 

1Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of 
witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily 
beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us, 

2Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy 
that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is 
set down at the right hand of the throne of God. 
3For consider him that endured such contradiction of sinners against 
himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds. 

41And he was withdrawn from them about a stone's cast, and kneeled 
down, and prayed, 

42Saying, Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup from me: 
nevertheless not my will, but thine, be done. 

43And there appeared an angel unto him from heaven, strengthening 
him. 



44And being in an agony he prayed more earnestly: and his sweat was as 
it were great drops of blood falling down to the ground. 

Key Scripture: Matthew 27:46 

Thought for Today: He was forsaken so you wouldn't have to be. 

Just after making sure two people He loved would not be alone, Jesus 
had to face being forsaken by His Heavenly Father. 

Until that moment, Jesus had spent every waking moment of His life 
fully connected to God. 

Every word His Father gave to Him, Jesus spoke. Everywhere Jesus 
went, His Father was there. 

But when Jesus cried, "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?" 
He felt the weight of separation from His Father. The greatest agony He 
could ever experience unlocked the greatest opportunity Jesus would 
have to show His love for you. 

As Jesus neared death on the cross, He was forsaken so you wouldn't 
have to be. 

We are not promised a life free from abandonment. People will abandon 
us, just as the disciples abandoned Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane. 
Occasionally, the pain of our circumstances can cause us to look around, 
wondering if God has abandoned us as well. 

While there will be moments where you feel far from God, Jesus' death 
on the cross forever guaranteed that you will never be separated from 
Him. The moment Jesus felt apart from His father ensured that you 
would never have to spend a moment apart from Him. 



The enemy can use moments of loneliness and pain to distract you from 
the potential and purpose God has for your life. 

But even in your greatest agony, God is there. He isn't waiting for your 
strength to rise above your feelings of abandonment. He's waiting for 
your faith to rise as you acknowledge your dependency on Him. 

Open your eyes today to the persistence of His presence. 

PRAY: 

Lord, I confess there are times in my life when I feel like everyone, even 
you, has abandoned me. Give me the faith to see that you have never left 
me. Help me to see that you were abandoned so I would never have to 
be. Let me focus on your presence today. In Jesus' name, Amen. 

APPLY: 

Even in your greatest moments of agony, God is there. He promises to 
never leave us or forsake us. What is one area of your life that feels 
empty and abandoned? What is one way that you can see God in this 
situation? As you face this struggle, seek ways to recognize God's 
presence. 

  



DAY 5: 

John 19: 

28After this, Jesus knowing that all things were now accomplished, that 
the scripture might be fulfilled, saith, I thirst. 

John 4: 

1When therefore the Lord knew how the Pharisees had heard that Jesus 
made and baptized more disciples than John, 

2(Though Jesus himself baptized not, but his disciples,) 
3He left Judaea, and departed again into Galilee. 
4And he must needs go through Samaria. 
5Then cometh he to a city of Samaria, which is called Sychar, near to 
the parcel of ground that Jacob gave to his son Joseph. 
6Now Jacob's well was there. Jesus therefore, being wearied with his 
journey, sat thus on the well: and it was about the sixth hour. 
7There cometh a woman of Samaria to draw water: Jesus saith unto her, 
Give me to drink. 
8(For his disciples were gone away unto the city to buy meat.) 
9Then saith the woman of Samaria unto him, How is it that thou, being a 
Jew, askest drink of me, which am a woman of Samaria? for the Jews 
have no dealings with the Samaritans. 
10Jesus answered and said unto her, If thou knewest the gift of God, and 
who it is that saith to thee, Give me to drink; thou wouldest have asked 
of him, and he would have given thee living water. 
11The woman saith unto him, Sir, thou hast nothing to draw with, and 
the well is deep: from whence then hast thou that living water? 
12Art thou greater than our father Jacob, which gave us the well, and 
drank thereof himself, and his children, and his cattle? 
13Jesus answered and said unto her, Whosoever drinketh of this water 
shall thirst again: 
14 But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never 



thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water 
springing up into everlasting life. 
15The woman saith unto him, Sir, give me this water, that I thirst not, 
neither come hither to draw. 
16Jesus saith unto her, Go, call thy husband, and come hither. 
17The woman answered and said, I have no husband. Jesus said unto 
her, Thou hast well said, I have no husband: 
18 For thou hast had five husbands; and he whom thou now hast is not 
thy husband: in that saidst thou truly. 
19The woman saith unto him, Sir, I perceive that thou art a prophet. 
20Our fathers worshipped in this mountain; and ye say, that in Jerusalem 
is the place where men ought to worship. 
21Jesus saith unto her, Woman, believe me, the hour cometh, when ye 
shall neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father. 
22 Ye worship ye know not what: we know what we worship: for 
salvation is of the Jews. 
23 But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall 
worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to 
worship him. 
24 God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit 
and in truth. 
25The woman saith unto him, I know that Messias cometh, which is 
called Christ: when he is come, he will tell us all things. 
26Jesus saith unto her, I that speak unto thee am he. 

Philippians 4: 

10But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly, that now at the last your care of me 
hath flourished again; wherein ye were also careful, but ye lacked 
opportunity. 

11Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever 
state I am, therewith to be content. 
12I know both how to be abased, and I know how to abound: every 
where and in all things I am instructed both to be full and to be hungry, 



both to abound and to suffer need. 
13I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me. 

Key Scripture: John 19:28 

Thought for Today: Through His death and resurrection, Jesus offers 
the only true solution to your distress: Himself. 

While you cannot escape thirst in your life, you can choose how you will 
fulfill this thirst. 

Throughout His life, Jesus lived in direct connection with God and had 
access to the source of all life. So when Jesus gasped, "I thirst," from the 
cross, His sense of need may have seemed contradictory to the limitless 
resources He could have tapped into as the Son of God. 

Even in expressing His physical thirst, Jesus never spoke or acted 
without reason. While these words were uttered in distress, it was in His 
greatest distress that released His greatest purpose. 

When Jesus declared His thirst in John 19:28, He was fulfilling the 
prophecies in Psalm 22:15 and 69:21. And while He spoke of His 
physical need that needed to be quenched, it brings to mind our spiritual 
thirst He knew would forever be unmet without Him. 

Much like the Samaritan woman Jesus encountered in John 4, your soul 
will thirst for fulfillment every single day. But when you face moments 
of distress, the enemy will present an endless array of options for you to 
quench your thirst. 

The enemy wants you to thirst for… 

A better job that will pay you enough to relieve your financial insecurity. 



A relationship that satisfies the physical desires of your flesh. 

Newer, fancier material things that provide the joy you may be lacking. 

Through His death and resurrection, Jesus offers the only true solution to 
your distress: Himself. 

When Jesus died on the cross, His love fulfilled your every need once 
and for all. 

He provides the peace your spirit needs to rest. 

He provides the joy your spirit needs for strength. 

He provides the purpose you need to make today matter. 

Jesus' death doesn't guarantee a life free from distress. But it does make 
provision to get through the hard times. He invited each of us to place 
our faith in Him, who is stronger than any needs we may have.   

One of the most powerful ways to develop your faith, even in your 
distress, is to speak God's word. By verbalizing His promises over your 
life, you create room for Him to fill you with the peace, joy, and purpose 
that only He can bring. 

God's not waiting for you to find another way to fill a void in your life. 

He's waiting for you to receive the fulfillment He's already made 
available to you. 

Embrace the unending satisfaction of His love. 

PRAY: 



Jesus, I praise you for your unending love. Even in your greatest 
moment of distress, you fulfilled a purpose greater than anything I can 
ever imagine. Lord, I surrender every area of distress in my life to you. I 
receive the fulfillment that only your love can bring. Everywhere I go 
today, give me the peace of knowing that I am complete in you. In Jesus' 
name, Amen. 

APPLY: 

Memorize Philippians 4:10-13 as a picture of the peace, strength, and 
fulfillment that Jesus makes available to you on a daily basis. 

  



DAY 6: 

John 19: 

30When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished: 
and he bowed his head, and gave up the ghost. 

Isaiah 53: 

4Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did 
esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. 

5But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our 
iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his 
stripes we are healed. 
6All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his 
own way; and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all. 
7He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: 
he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her 
shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth. 
8He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who shall declare 
his generation? for he was cut off out of the land of the living: for the 
transgression of my people was he stricken. 
9And he made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death; 
because he had done no violence, neither was any deceit in his mouth. 
10Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise him; he hath put him to grief: when 
thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he 
shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in his 
hand. 
11He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by his 
knowledge shall my righteous servant justify many; for he shall bear 
their iniquities. 

1 John 5: 
1Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God: and every 



one that loveth him that begat loveth him also that is begotten of him. 
2By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God, 
and keep his commandments. 
3For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his 
commandments are not grievous. 
4For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the 
victory that overcometh the world, even our faith. 
5Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is 
the Son of God? 

Key Scripture: John 19:30 

Thought for Today: It's not what I can do; it's what He's already done. 

With Jesus' dying words in John 19:30, He initiated the greatest sabotage 
in human history. 

When Jesus said, "It is finished," the enemy was ready to celebrate the 
ultimate defeat of evil over good. But what the enemy intended to be a 
cry of defeat, Jesus used to speak eternal victory over death. Once and 
for all, Jesus used His final words to issue us the victory of saying, "It's 
not what I can do; It's what He's already done." 

No longer would you have to get your act together to come into the 
presence of God. 

No longer would you have to strive under your own effort to earn God's 
love. 

No longer would you have to follow a detailed set of rules and 
regulations to achieve your spot in Heaven. 

The triumph of the cross does not come by human effort. The victory of 
Jesus is received where your trying ends. 



Jesus will never love you any more than He does right now. He's not 
waiting for perfection before He'll accept you. 

Jesus has already done everything you need to experience Heaven. He's 
not waiting for you to achieve the goals you've set for your life. He's not 
waiting for you to feel sorry for the price He paid. 

He's waiting for you to be changed. He's waiting for you to completely 
surrender your will to His. 

Faith is not about a bad person becoming good; it's about a dead person 
becoming alive. The greatest triumph in the world-the victory of life 
over death-is available for you to receive today. 

When you make this daily decision to surrender to God's greatest 
triumph, you enable yourself to experience His victory in every area of 
your life. 

Surrender your unforgiveness. Resurrect love. 

Surrender your disobedience. Resurrect the purpose God has for you. 

Surrender your insecurities. Resurrect the security of your identity in 
Him. 

Open your eyes today to the obedience and victory of surrender. 

PRAY: 

Jesus, I surrender to you. I know that you have overcome the world. The 
grave could not hold you down, Lord. You may have died on the cross, 
but you rose again. And today, Jesus, I receive the life you have made 
available to me through your victory over death. Change me, Lord, and 
shape me into the person you died for me to be. In Jesus' name, Amen. 



APPLY: 

When you receive the victory of surrender to Jesus, your life will never 
be the same. How have you changed since surrendering to Jesus? How 
has your outlook on life changed? How have your relationships 
changed? How has your purpose in life changed? Write down your life 
change story and share it with one person close to you this week. Pray 
that they will be inspired by the story of victory you have experienced 
through Jesus. 

  



DAY 7:  

Luke 23: 

44And it was about the sixth hour, and there was a darkness over all the 
earth until the ninth hour. 
45And the sun was darkened, and the veil of the temple was rent in the 
midst. 
46And when Jesus had cried with a loud voice, he said, Father, into thy 
hands I commend my spirit: and having said thus, he gave up the ghost. 
47Now when the centurion saw what was done, he glorified God, 
saying, Certainly this was a righteous man. 
48And all the people that came together to that sight, beholding the 
things which were done, smote their breasts, and returned. 
49And all his acquaintance, and the women that followed him from 
Galilee, stood afar off, beholding these things. 

Luke 24: 
13And, behold, two of them went that same day to a village called 
Emmaus, which was from Jerusalem about threescore furlongs. 
14And they talked together of all these things which had happened. 
15And it came to pass, that, while they communed together and 
reasoned, Jesus himself drew near, and went with them. 
16But their eyes were holden that they should not know him. 
17And he said unto them, What manner of communications are these 
that ye have one to another, as ye walk, and are sad? 
18And the one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answering said unto 
him, Art thou only a stranger in Jerusalem, and hast not known the 
things which are come to pass there in these days? 
19And he said unto them, What things? And they said unto him, 
Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, which was a prophet mighty in deed and 
word before God and all the people: 
20And how the chief priests and our rulers delivered him to be 
condemned to death, and have crucified him. 
21But we trusted that it had been he which should have redeemed Israel: 



and beside all this, to day is the third day since these things were done. 
22Yea, and certain women also of our company made us astonished, 
which were early at the sepulchre; 
23And when they found not his body, they came, saying, that they had 
also seen a vision of angels, which said that he was alive. 
24And certain of them which were with us went to the sepulchre, and 
found it even so as the women had said: but him they saw not. 
25Then he said unto them, O fools, and slow of heart to believe all that 
the prophets have spoken: 
26 Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter into his 
glory? 
27And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto 
them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself. 
28And they drew nigh unto the village, whither they went: and he made 
as though he would have gone further. 
29But they constrained him, saying, Abide with us: for it is toward 
evening, and the day is far spent. And he went in to tarry with them. 
30And it came to pass, as he sat at meat with them, he took bread, and 
blessed it, and brake, and gave to them. 
31And their eyes were opened, and they knew him; and he vanished out 
of their sight. 
32And they said one to another, Did not our heart burn within us, while 
he talked with us by the way, and while he opened to us the scriptures? 
33And they rose up the same hour, and returned to Jerusalem, and found 
the eleven gathered together, and them that were with them, 
34Saying, The Lord is risen indeed, and hath appeared to Simon. 
35And they told what things were done in the way, and how he was 
known of them in breaking of bread. 

2 Corinthians 5: 

17Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are 
passed away; behold, all things are become new. 

Thought for Today: The Resurrection is not an event, it is a person. 



When Jesus spoke His very last words in Luke 23:46, His life on Earth 
ended. But His eternal reign in our lives was just beginning. 

Likewise, the end of this study is meant to be a new beginning in your 
relationship with Christ. 

The seven sayings that Jesus cried out on the cross, when paralleled with 
the way Jesus appeared to His disciples on the road to Emmaus after His 
death, are designed to be a Seven-Mile Miracle. By focusing on the 
significance of each of Jesus' final words, you may gain unique 
perspective on who Jesus is, what He has done for you, and how He 
wants to reveal Himself to you every day. 

Interestingly enough, the very people that knew Jesus the best-the 
disciples that followed Jesus over the course of His life-did not 
recognize Him as they walked with Him to Emmaus in Luke 24. 

Still in shock from the events that unfolded just days earlier, the 
disciples likely saw the Passover meal they shared with Jesus in Luke 22 
as their last meaningful time with Him. 

However, Jesus wanted to break bread one final time with His disciples 
to share one more parting lesson. 

Jesus wanted His disciples to see that His life and death were more than 
a series of events. In His resurrection, Jesus wanted to be remembered at 
a deeper level. 

When Jesus broke bread with His disciples after He rose from the grave, 
they realized the Resurrection is not an event, it is a person. 

The way Jesus revealed this to His disciples is indicative of the way 
Jesus wants to show Himself to you today. 



When He sat down for the only meal He'd share with the disciples after 
His death, Jesus took the bread, blessed the bread, broke the bread, and 
gave the bread to His disciples. 

Every step of this process parallels the way Jesus works in and through 
you. 

Just as He took the bread in His hands, He takes you from a place of 
uncertainty and brings you into a life of faith, hope, and certainty. 

Just as He blessed the bread, He blesses you and favors you with a new 
life found only in Him. 

Just as He broke the bread, He breaks you not to discourage you, but to 
increase your dependency on Him. 

And finally, just as He gave the bread to His disciples, He gives you to 
the world for the sake of His glory. 

These stages can be painful, but remember that God doesn't want to hurt 
you; He wants to reunite with you. 

When Jesus broke bread with His disciples, the bread never left His 
hands. And when He finally stretched forward to give the bread to His 
disciples, they saw His nail-scarred hands and their eyes were opened to 
see Jesus as the risen Lord. 

Jesus wants to reunite with you today. Open your eyes to see Him as the 
resurrected Son of God. 

 

PRAY: 



Jesus, you are powerful, loving, and faithful. I surrender my life to the 
daily process of following your purposes. Take me from my old ways, 
bless me with your grace, break me of anything holding me back from 
you, and give me to the world so that I may glorify your name. You are 
the Resurrection, Jesus, and I am forever grateful for the life you have 
given me. I love you, Jesus. In your name, Amen. 

APPLY: 

As you reach the end of this study, we pray that God has changed your 
heart and your perspective to bring you closer to Him. If God has 
stretched your faith and changed your heart in any way during this 
series, we want to celebrate with you. Share what God has done in your 
life through this study by sharing this Reading Plan on Twitter or 
Facebook. Also, tweet what has impacted you the most on Twitter with 
the hashtag #7MileMiracle. We can't wait to celebrate God's work in 
your life! 

 



 The Overflow Devo by; Matt Maher 

DAY 8: 

John 20: 

Day1The first day of the week cometh Mary Magdalene early, when it 
was yet dark, unto the sepulchre, and seeth the stone taken away from 
the sepulchre. 
2Then she runneth, and cometh to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, 
whom Jesus loved, and saith unto them, They have taken away the Lord 
out of the sepulchre, and we know not where they have laid him. 
3Peter therefore went forth, and that other disciple, and came to the 
sepulchre. 
4So they ran both together: and the other disciple did outrun Peter, and 
came first to the sepulchre. 
5And he stooping down, and looking in, saw the linen clothes lying; yet 
went he not in. 
6Then cometh Simon Peter following him, and went into the sepulchre, 
and seeth the linen clothes lie, 
7And the napkin, that was about his head, not lying with the linen 
clothes, but wrapped together in a place by itself. 
8Then went in also that other disciple, which came first to the sepulchre, 
and he saw, and believed. 
9For as yet they knew not the scripture, that he must rise again from the 
dead. 
10Then the disciples went away again unto their own home. 
11But Mary stood without at the sepulchre weeping: and as she wept, 
she stooped down, and looked into the sepulchre, 
12And seeth two angels in white sitting, the one at the head, and the 
other at the feet, where the body of Jesus had lain. 
13And they say unto her, Woman, why weepest thou? She saith unto 
them, Because they have taken away my Lord, and I know not where 
they have laid him. 
14And when she had thus said, she turned herself back, and saw Jesus 
standing, and knew not that it was Jesus. 



15Jesus saith unto her, Woman, why weepest thou? whom seekest thou? 
She, supposing him to be the gardener, saith unto him, Sir, if thou have 
borne him hence, tell me where thou hast laid him, and I will take him 
away. 
16Jesus saith unto her, Mary. She turned herself, and saith unto him, 
Rabboni; which is to say, Master. 
17Jesus saith unto her, Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended to my 
Father: but go to my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my 
Father, and your Father; and to my God, and your God. 
18Mary Magdalene came and told the disciples that she had seen the 
Lord, and that he had spoken these things unto her. 
19Then the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when 
the doors were shut where the disciples were assembled for fear of the 
Jews, came Jesus and stood in the midst, and saith unto them, Peace be 
unto you. 
20And when he had so said, he shewed unto them his hands and his side. 
Then were the disciples glad, when they saw the Lord. 
21Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath 
sent me, even so send I you. 
22And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and saith unto them, 
Receive ye the Holy Ghost: 
23 Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and whose 
soever sins ye retain, they are retained. 
24But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them 
when Jesus came. 
25The other disciples therefore said unto him, We have seen the Lord. 
But he said unto them, Except I shall see in his hands the print of the 
nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand 
into his side, I will not believe. 
26And after eight days again his disciples were within, and Thomas with 
them: then came Jesus, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and 
said, Peace be unto you. 
27Then saith he to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and behold my 
hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into my side: and be not 
faithless, but believing. 



28And Thomas answered and said unto him, My Lord and my God. 
29Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast 
believed: blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed. 
30And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, 
which are not written in this book: 
31But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through his name. 
 
Christ Is Risen 

A lot of people ask me where the inspiration for this song came 
from…I’d love to share with you this sermon from the 3rd Century. It's 
called, "The Paschal Homily of St. John Chrysostom". 1700 years later, 
it's words still ring with the truth of the Gospel. Jesus Christ is risen 
from death, sin is defeated, and Heaven rejoices eternally with this truth! 

When I read this sermon, it was really one of those kinds of moments 
where the resurrection takes on a new life: 

“If any man be devout and love God, let him enjoy this fair and radiant 
triumphal feast. If any man be a wise servant, let him rejoicing enter into 
the joy of his Lord. If any have labored long in fasting, let him now 
receive his recompense. If any have wrought from the first hour, let him 
today receive his just reward. If any have come at the third hour, let him 
with thankfulness keep the feast. If any have arrived at the sixth hour, let 
him have no misgivings; because he shall in nowise be deprived 
therefore. If any have delayed until the ninth hour, let him draw near, 
fearing nothing. If any have tarried even until the eleventh hour, let him, 
also, be not alarmed at his tardiness; for the Lord, who is jealous of his 
honor, will accept the last even as the first; he gives rest unto him who 
comes at the eleventh hour, even as unto him who has wrought from the 
first hour. 

And he shows mercy upon the last, and cares for the first; and to the one 
he gives, and upon the other he bestows gifts. And he both accepts the 



deeds, and welcomes the intention, and honors the acts and praises the 
offering. Wherefore, enter you all into the joy of your Lord; and receive 
your reward, both the first, and likewise the second. You rich and poor 
together, hold high festival. You sober and you heedless, honor the day. 
Rejoice today, both you who have fasted and you who have disregarded 
the fast. The table is full-laden; feast ye all sumptuously. The calf is 
fatted; let no one go hungry away. 

Enjoy ye all the feast of faith: Receive ye all the riches of loving-
kindness. let no one bewail his poverty, for the universal kingdom has 
been revealed. Let no one weep for his iniquities, for pardon has shown 
forth from the grave. Let no one fear death, for the Savior’s death has 
set us free. He that was held prisoner of it has annihilated it. By 
descending into Hell, He made Hell captive. He embittered it when it 
tasted of His flesh. And Isaiah, foretelling this, did cry: Hell, said he, 
was embittered, when it encountered Thee in the lower regions. It was 
embittered, for it was abolished. It was embittered, for it was mocked. It 
was embittered, for it was slain. It was embittered, for it was 
overthrown. It was embittered, for it was fettered in chains. It took a 
body, and met God face to face. It took earth, and encountered Heaven. 
It took that which was seen, and fell upon the unseen. 

O Death, where is your sting? O Hell, where is your victory? Christ is 
risen, and you are overthrown. Christ is risen, and the demons are 
fallen. Christ is risen, and the angels rejoice. Christ is risen, and life 
reigns. Christ is risen, and not one dead remains in the grave. For 
Christ, being risen from the dead, is become the first fruits of those who 
have fallen asleep. To Him be glory and dominion unto ages of ages. 
Amen.” 

  



DAY 9: 

Matthew 5: 

3 Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

Matthew 3: 

2And saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 

Ephesians 2: 

10For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, 
which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them. 

All The People Said Amen 

 

I once was having a conversation with a friend of mine. I was 
bemoaning the fact that for some reason we, the American Church, don't 
reference a lot the words of Jesus. We reference Paul's words more it 
seems. His response was, "well, Jesus didn't say much.” 

Really? 

The Son of God didn't say "much”? Are we talking about the actual 
amount of words, or are we talking about the depth of those words? To 
me, it seems that the actual "WORD of God," as in Jesus, would say a 
lot – because He IS the word. In fact, we really believe that every word 
in the Bible is actually part of THE WORD. It's all HIS word. This in 
fact, makes the words He spoke during His earthly ministry REALLY 
important, because He had a limited time. Not a syllable was wasted. 

So what did He say? How did He start His time of teaching on this 
earth? 



"Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven" 
(Matthew 5:3) 

"Repent - the Kingdom of God is at hand"(Matthew 3:2) 

He announced the Kingdom of God; and He announced it not to the 
people who had it "together.” He announced it to the broken down, the 
commoner, the prostitute, the tax collector, the orphan and widow, the 
blue-collar worker. That is our legacy, our mission that Jesus left us. To 
be a people of the Beatitudes, announcing good news wherever we go. 
In fact, He prepared those opportunities in advance. (Ephesians 2:10) 

If you look at the cover of this CD, you might notice that it's a "collage" 
– a collection of picture fragments put together to make a larger 
statement. You could say that it's a collage of my life and ministry. I 
made it to help illustrate the music on the album, but God used it to 
speak so much more to me. 

Staring at it after I made it, I realized that the Church, while being a 
harbinger of so much great art, is in fact, a work of art Herself. She is 
Jesus' bride, yes, but she is a "collage" in the truest sense. 

Look at the definition of the word, collage: 

"An artistic composition made of various materials (as paper, cloth, or 
wood) glued on a surface." 

Jesus is the surface, the foundation, on which the Church, His bride, is 
built. Just like St. Paul uses the analogy of the body being one, but with 
many parts, so we too are a work of art. 

 

DAY 10: 



Acts 2: 

1And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one 
accord in one place. 

Burning In My Soul 

 

People often forget that the apostles were gathered together at Pentecost 
out of fear of persecution. But God used that time of fear, of doubt. In a 
sense, He was building a foundation of faith that He would set on fire at 
Pentecost – so the fire burning would be a slow burn, and not just 
kindling. So they were afraid yes, but they were still together. They were 
unified in their need for God and for connection with each other; and 
with Judas replaced by Mathias, they were in a sense complete and 
ready. Ready to be sent. But before they were sent, they needed what 
Jesus promised…they needed the paraclete. They needed the Holy Spirit 
– not just for the power to proclaim good news, but also for the courage 
to live it. The courage to testify to the fire that now burned inside of 
them. 

I can imagine that as they lived in the days of "Acts 2," that they witness 
the transforming power of God. The other 11 watched Peter give 
discourses in the public square that maybe he would have stammered 
over only a year earlier; they watched miracles happen through the 
ministry of their hands, but Jesus was no longer with them. They 
watched His promises of seeing "greater things" come to life in a way 
that must have helped "stoke the flames" within them. But this was done 
out of necessity – that is, they were compelled to share the reason for 
their faith and their hope; they could not help themselves. May this be so 



of the Church in our time. May we be not driven by pride, or ego, or the 
sense of self-importance. Let’s only be driven by the fact of what we 
have witness God's Spirit do in our hearts… let’s us not stop talking 
about it. We cannot hide the light inside of us, we can only testify to it. 

  



DAY 11: 

Psalms 46: 

To the chief Musician for the sons of Korah, A Song upon Alamoth. 

1God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 
2Therefore will not we fear, though the earth be removed, and though 
the mountains be carried into the midst of the sea; 
3Though the waters thereof roar and be troubled, though the mountains 
shake with the swelling thereof. Selah. 
4There is a river, the streams whereof shall make glad the city of God, 
the holy place of the tabernacles of the most High. 
5God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved: God shall help her, 
and that right early. 
6The heathen raged, the kingdoms were moved: he uttered his voice, the 
earth melted. 
7The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. Selah. 
8Come, behold the works of the Lord, what desolations he hath made in 
the earth. 
9He maketh wars to cease unto the end of the earth; he breaketh the 
bow, and cutteth the spear in sunder; he burneth the chariot in the fire. 
10Be still, and know that I am God: I will be exalted among the heathen, 
I will be exalted in the earth. 
11The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. Selah. 

Mighty Fortress 

 

I was driving down to Atlanta from Nashville in August and a melody 
came to my head, along with the phrase, "You are our salvation; our 
stronghold, our strength; You are our foundation, mighty fortress is 
Your name.” Obviously that really isn't a name of God, but that's how 
ideas sometimes start, as abstract phrases and melodies. This idea 



eventually turned into the song "Mighty Fortress." 

On the onset, it's rather strange that a Catholic would write a song with 
the title and phrase, "A Mighty Fortress Is Our God," in it. One might 
find it hard to reconcile the two. 

Of course, I'm referring to the Hymn written by Martin Luther. I did not 
realize that it was considered the "Battle Hymn of the Reformation," I 
just saw it as a Hymn about God being our refuge in times of trouble, 
against "powers and principalities." 

Here we are, 500 years after the reformation, and now we find ourselves 
in an increasingly secular society that is not only dismissive of the 
Gospel, it is increasingly hostile towards it. How do we move forward 
and remain secure? How do we stand firm in our beliefs and love our 
God and neighbor? We do it by standing in the faithfulness of our God, 
by letting Him be our shield. In fact, we stand firm by letting God be 
God. By bearing witness that He is a refuge for the weak, so maybe we 
shouldn't so much hide our weaknesses, but as St. Paul says, we should 
boast in them. We boast in the fact that we our not our own refuge, but 
rather, the fact that He is. 

  



DAY 12: 

Matthew 18: 

3And said, Verily I say unto you, Except ye be converted, and become 
as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven. 

Lord, I Need You 

 

"We are born helpless. As soon as we are fully conscious we discover 
loneliness. We need others physically, emotionally, intellectually; we 
need them if we are to know anything, even ourselves." -CS Lewis "The 
Four Loves" 

For the past 19 months, the biggest cross in my life has been the most 
unlikely, that being my 19-month-old son. His utter dependence on his 
parents is a source of much conviction for me, for I wish I had the same 
level of honesty. I know rationally in my mind that the love of God and 
the subsequent grace that flows from it are all I need, yet I struggle with 
proclaiming that truth to myself in my life. 

I had the privilege of writing this song with several other gifted worship 
leaders at Passion City Church. We were trying to write a prayer that a 
college student could pray in their dorm room after the lights of a 
conference have faded and they're no longer surrounded by a stadium 
full of their peers. Where it's just you, your heart, God and your Bible. 
However, what I've realized is that this kind of a prayer is something 
that is universally needed, in fact let us never grow out of our neediness. 
Our proper spiritual posture should be that of a child. 



“Truly, I say to you, unless you turn and become like children, you will 
never enter the kingdom of heaven." - Matthew 18:3 

  



DAY 13: 

Colossians 1: 

18And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the 
firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence. 

Alive Again 

 

The writing of "Alive Again" started 2 years before it was finished. I 
actually started writing it the same day that I wrote "Empty & 
Beautiful." For some reason as I was writing that song, the chorus of 
"Alive Again" was born. About 2 years later I was driving from 
McAllen, Texas to San Antonio, Texas to catch a flight. The band and I 
left our hotel around 4:30 in the morning. As we were driving north I 
realized, at one point, that the sky had changed colors. It started as a 
dark, dark indigo and it was slowly getting lighter. The sun hadn't 
broken the horizon yet and immediately the lyric came to me, "I can see 
the light, before I see the sunrise," so after all that time, I finally had a 
chorus and an idea for a verse. 

Another inspiration was St. Augustine's "Confessions" Book Ten, 
Chapter 27 that reads: 

“Late have I loved you, Beauty so ancient and so new, late have I loved 
you! 

Lo, you were within, but I outside, seeking there for you, and upon the 
shapely things you have made I rushed headlong, I, misshapen. You 
were with me but I was not with you. They held me back far from 
you, those things which would have no being were they not in you. 

You called, shouted, broke through my deafness; you flared, blazed, 



banished my blindness; you lavished your fragrance, I gasped, and now I 
pant for you; I tasted you, and I hunger and thirst; you touched me, and I 
burned for your peace.” 

A couple of weeks later I found myself writing with Jason Ingram and 
he helped me put those two things together and "Alive Again" was born. 

Colossians 1:18 says, "And he is the head of the body, the church: who 
is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might 
have the preeminence." 

If He is preeminent in all things, then he's even active in the hearts of an 
unbeliever before they come to know Him. So in essence a person sees 
the light before they see the sun. 

  



The Story of Easter by: Life Church 

DAY 14: 

Luke 1: 

46And Mary said, My soul doth magnify the Lord, 

47And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 
48For he hath regarded the low estate of his handmaiden: for, behold, 
from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed. 
49For he that is mighty hath done to me great things; and holy is his 
name. 
50And his mercy is on them that fear him from generation to generation. 
51He hath shewed strength with his arm; he hath scattered the proud in 
the imagination of their hearts. 
52He hath put down the mighty from their seats, and exalted them of 
low degree. 
53He hath filled the hungry with good things; and the rich he hath sent 
empty away. 
54He hath holpen his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy; 
55As he spake to our fathers, to Abraham, and to his seed for ever. 

Romans 10: 

8But what saith it? The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy 
heart: that is, the word of faith, which we preach; 
9That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt 
believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt 
be saved. 
10For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the 
mouth confession is made unto salvation. 
 

Great Things 

It has always amazed me that I've never heard of there being many songs 



based on the Magnificent (Song of Mary), known as one of the eight 
most ancient Christian hymns, that reads: 

“And Mary said : "My soul exalts the Lord, And my spirit has rejoiced 
in God my Savior. "For He has had regard for the humble state of His 
bondslave; For behold, from this time on all generations will count me 
blessed. "For the Mighty One has done great things for me; And holy is 
His name. "AND HIS MERCY IS UPON GENERATION AFTER 
GENERATION TOWARD THOSE WHO FEAR HIM. "He has done 
mighty deeds with His arm ; He has scattered those who were proud in 
the thoughts of their heart. "He has brought down rulers from their 
thrones, And has exalted those who were humble. "HE HAS FILLED 
THE HUNGRY WITH GOOD THINGS ; And sent away the rich empty-
handed. "He has given help to Israel His servant, In remembrance of His 
mercy, As He spoke to our fathers, To Abraham and his descendants 
forever." - Luke 1:46-55 

It's my observation that in modern worship, we often struggle to find 
ways to write worship songs from the New Testament. When we think 
about it, Mary was the first Christian. She was the first person to say 
"Yes!" to Christ. She not only accepted Him into her heart, but she 
accepted Him fully, even into her womb! However, I think too often we 
view Mary's prayer as spectators, instead of entering into it ourselves. 

I think this is the same level of acceptance Paul is talking about in 
Romans 10:8-10, which reads: 

"But what does it say? "THE WORD IS NEAR YOU, in your mouth and 
in your heart "-that is, the word of faith which we are preaching, that if 
you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart 
that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; for with the heart 
a person believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he 
confesses, resulting in salvation." 



We're not just accepting Jesus as a friend, or lover; we're accepting Him 
completely into our being. By accepting Him completely into our being, 
He becomes part of us in all ways, and we are changed. Mary's prayer is 
of the kind that we all should pray! 

  



DAY 15: 

John 13: 

1Now before the feast of the passover, when Jesus knew that his hour 
was come that he should depart out of this world unto the Father, having 
loved his own which were in the world, he loved them unto the end. 

2And supper being ended, the devil having now put into the heart of 
Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to betray him; 
3Jesus knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and 
that he was come from God, and went to God; 
4He riseth from supper, and laid aside his garments; and took a towel, 
and girded himself. 
5After that he poureth water into a basin, and began to wash the 
disciples' feet, and to wipe them with the towel wherewith he was 
girded. 
6Then cometh he to Simon Peter: and Peter saith unto him, Lord, dost 
thou wash my feet? 
7Jesus answered and said unto him, What I do thou knowest not now; 
but thou shalt know hereafter. 
8Peter saith unto him, Thou shalt never wash my feet. Jesus answered 
him, If I wash thee not, thou hast no part with me. 
9Simon Peter saith unto him, Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands 
and my head. 
10Jesus saith to him, He that is washed needeth not save to wash his 
feet, but is clean every whit: and ye are clean, but not all. 
11For he knew who should betray him; therefore said he, Ye are not all 
clean. 
12So after he had washed their feet, and had taken his garments, and was 
set down again, he said unto them, Know ye what I have done to you? 
13 Ye call me Master and Lord: and ye say well; for so I am. 
14 If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet; ye also ought 
to wash one another's feet. 
15 For I have given you an example, that ye should do as I have done to 



you. 
16 Verily, verily, I say unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord; 
neither he that is sent greater than he that sent him. 
17 If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them. 
18 I speak not of you all: I know whom I have chosen: but that the 
scripture may be fulfilled, He that eateth bread with me hath lifted up his 
heel against me. 
19 Now I tell you before it come, that, when it is come to pass, ye may 
believe that I am he. 
20 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that receiveth whomsoever I send 
receiveth me; and he that receiveth me receiveth him that sent me. 
21When Jesus had thus said, he was troubled in spirit, and testified, and 
said, Verily, verily, I say unto you, that one of you shall betray me. 
22Then the disciples looked one on another, doubting of whom he 
spake. 
23Now there was leaning on Jesus' bosom one of his disciples, whom 
Jesus loved. 
24Simon Peter therefore beckoned to him, that he should ask who it 
should be of whom he spake. 
25He then lying on Jesus' breast saith unto him, Lord, who is it? 
26Jesus answered, He it is, to whom I shall give a sop, when I have 
dipped it. And when he had dipped the sop, he gave it to Judas Iscariot, 
the son of Simon. 
27And after the sop Satan entered into him. Then said Jesus unto him, 
That thou doest, do quickly. 
28Now no man at the table knew for what intent he spake this unto him. 
29For some of them thought, because Judas had the bag, that Jesus had 
said unto him, Buy those things that we have need of against the feast; 
or, that he should give something to the poor. 
30He then having received the sop went immediately out: and it was 
night. 
31Therefore, when he was gone out, Jesus said, Now is the Son of man 
glorified, and God is glorified in him. 
32 If God be glorified in him, God shall also glorify him in himself, and 
shall straightway glorify him. 



33 Little children, yet a little while I am with you. Ye shall seek me: and 
as I said unto the Jews, Whither I go, ye cannot come; so now I say to 
you. 
34 A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I 
have loved you, that ye also love one another. 
35 By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love 
one to another. 
36Simon Peter said unto him, Lord, whither goest thou? Jesus answered 
him, Whither I go, thou canst not follow me now; but thou shalt follow 
me afterwards. 
37Peter said unto him, Lord, why cannot I follow thee now? I will lay 
down my life for thy sake. 
38Jesus answered him, Wilt thou lay down thy life for my sake? Verily, 
verily, I say unto thee, The cock shall not crow, till thou hast denied me 
thrice. 

John 14: 

1 Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. 

2 In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would 
have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 
3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive 
you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also. 
4 And whither I go ye know, and the way ye know. 
5Thomas saith unto him, Lord, we know not whither thou goest; and 
how can we know the way? 
6Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man 
cometh unto the Father, but by me. 
7 If ye had known me, ye should have known my Father also: and from 
henceforth ye know him, and have seen him. 
8Philip saith unto him, Lord, shew us the Father, and it sufficeth us. 
9Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast 
thou not known me, Philip? he that hath seen me hath seen the Father; 
and how sayest thou then, Shew us the Father? 



10 Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in me? the 
words that I speak unto you I speak not of myself: but the Father that 
dwelleth in me, he doeth the works. 
11 Believe me that I am in the Father, and the Father in me: or else 
believe me for the very works' sake. 
12 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that 
I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I 
go unto my Father. 
13 And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the 
Father may be glorified in the Son. 
14 If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it. 
15 If ye love me, keep my commandments. 
16 And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, 
that he may abide with you for ever; 
17 Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it 
seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth 
with you, and shall be in you. 
18 I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you. 
19 Yet a little while, and the world seeth me no more; but ye see me: 
because I live, ye shall live also. 
20 At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I 
in you. 
21 He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that 
loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will 
love him, and will manifest myself to him. 
22Judas saith unto him, not Iscariot, Lord, how is it that thou wilt 
manifest thyself unto us, and not unto the world? 
23Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my 
words: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and 
make our abode with him. 
24 He that loveth me not keepeth not my sayings: and the word which ye 
hear is not mine, but the Father's which sent me. 
25 These things have I spoken unto you, being yet present with you. 
26 But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will 
send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to 



your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you. 
27 Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world 
giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be 
afraid. 
28 Ye have heard how I said unto you, I go away, and come again unto 
you. If ye loved me, ye would rejoice, because I said, I go unto the 
Father: for my Father is greater than I. 
29 And now I have told you before it come to pass, that, when it is come 
to pass, ye might believe. 
30 Hereafter I will not talk much with you: for the prince of this world 
cometh, and hath nothing in me. 
31 But that the world may know that I love the Father; and as the Father 
gave me commandment, even so I do. Arise, let us go hence. 

This passage illustrates one of the key purposes for Jesus' life on earth, 
to be a human example of how God wants us to live. Jesus said, "Do as I 
do." The most incredible part of this command is that it comes with an 
offer of the power to live it out. Jesus doesn't just ask us to try to live 
like the Son of God out of our own strength - His resurrection gave us 
access to His strength. Today, meditate on the example Christ left for us. 
What does washing feet look like in your own relationships and 
circumstances? How can you serve others in this most basic way like 
Jesus did for His friends? 

  



DAY 16: 

John 15: 

1 I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. 
2 Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every 
branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit. 
3 Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you. 
4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, 
except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. 
5 I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, 
the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. 
6 If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; 
and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned. 
7 If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye 
will, and it shall be done unto you. 
8 Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be 
my disciples. 
9 As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you: continue ye in my 
love. 
10 If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I 
have kept my Father's commandments, and abide in his love. 
11 These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in 
you, and that your joy might be full. 
12 This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved 
you. 
13 Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for 
his friends. 
14 Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you. 
15 Henceforth I call you not servants; for the servant knoweth not what 
his lord doeth: but I have called you friends; for all things that I have 
heard of my Father I have made known unto you. 
16 Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, 
that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: 
that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it 



you. 
17 These things I command you, that ye love one another. 
18 If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you. 
19 If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because 
ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore 
the world hateth you. 
20 Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater 
than his lord. If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if 
they have kept my saying, they will keep yours also. 
21 But all these things will they do unto you for my name's sake, 
because they know not him that sent me. 
22 If I had not come and spoken unto them, they had not had sin: but 
now they have no cloak for their sin. 
23 He that hateth me hateth my Father also. 
24 If I had not done among them the works which none other man did, 
they had not had sin: but now have they both seen and hated both me 
and my Father. 
25 But this cometh to pass, that the word might be fulfilled that is 
written in their law, They hated me without a cause. 
26 But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the 
Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he 
shall testify of me: 
27 And ye also shall bear witness, because ye have been with me from 
the beginning. 

John 16: 
1These things have I spoken unto you, that ye should not be offended. 
2 They shall put you out of the synagogues: yea, the time cometh, that 
whosoever killeth you will think that he doeth God service. 
3 And these things will they do unto you, because they have not known 
the Father, nor me. 
4 But these things have I told you, that when the time shall come, ye 
may remember that I told you of them. And these things I said not unto 
you at the beginning, because I was with you. 
5 But now I go my way to him that sent me; and none of you asketh me, 



Whither goest thou? 
6 But because I have said these things unto you, sorrow hath filled your 
heart. 
7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: 
for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I 
depart, I will send him unto you. 
8 And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of 
righteousness, and of judgment: 
9 Of sin, because they believe not on me; 
10 Of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye see me no more; 
11 Of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged. 
12 I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now. 
13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into 
all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, 
that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come. 
14 He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall shew it 
unto you. 
15 All things that the Father hath are mine: therefore said I, that he shall 
take of mine, and shall shew it unto you. 
16 A little while, and ye shall not see me: and again, a little while, and 
ye shall see me, because I go to the Father. 
17Then said some of his disciples among themselves, What is this that 
he saith unto us, A little while, and ye shall not see me: and again, a little 
while, and ye shall see me: and, Because I go to the Father? 
18They said therefore, What is this that he saith, A little while? we 
cannot tell what he saith. 
19Now Jesus knew that they were desirous to ask him, and said unto 
them, Do ye enquire among yourselves of that I said, A little while, and 
ye shall not see me: and again, a little while, and ye shall see me? 
20 Verily, verily, I say unto you, That ye shall weep and lament, but the 
world shall rejoice: and ye shall be sorrowful, but your sorrow shall be 
turned into joy. 
21 A woman when she is in travail hath sorrow, because her hour is 
come: but as soon as she is delivered of the child, she remembereth no 
more the anguish, for joy that a man is born into the world. 



22 And ye now therefore have sorrow: but I will see you again, and your 
heart shall rejoice, and your joy no man taketh from you. 
23 And in that day ye shall ask me nothing. Verily, verily, I say unto 
you, Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name, he will give it you. 
24 Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and ye shall receive, 
that your joy may be full. 
25 These things have I spoken unto you in proverbs: but the time 
cometh, when I shall no more speak unto you in proverbs, but I shall 
shew you plainly of the Father. 
26 At that day ye shall ask in my name: and I say not unto you, that I 
will pray the Father for you: 
27 For the Father himself loveth you, because ye have loved me, and 
have believed that I came out from God. 
28 I came forth from the Father, and am come into the world: again, I 
leave the world, and go to the Father. 
29His disciples said unto him, Lo, now speakest thou plainly, and 
speakest no proverb. 
30Now are we sure that thou knowest all things, and needest not that any 
man should ask thee: by this we believe that thou camest forth from 
God. 
31Jesus answered them, Do ye now believe? 
32 Behold, the hour cometh, yea, is now come, that ye shall be scattered, 
every man to his own, and shall leave me alone: and yet I am not alone, 
because the Father is with me. 
33 These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. 
In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have 
overcome the world. 

In the picture of the vineyard, we must make sure we know who we are. 
We are the branches. Our only one job is holding on to Jesus, the vine. 
By doing so we will fulfill our solitary purpose: bearing fruit. Literally 
all of the other work that takes place in the vineyard will be done by the 
gardener. That's God. Not me. Not you. Our job is to allow Him to work 
through us by staying connected to the vine. Meditate today on who you 



are and what you're called to do. Clinging. Remaining. Connecting. 
Holding on. Abiding. That's all, nothing else. 

  



DAY 17: 

John 17: 

1These words spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, 
Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify 
thee: 
2 As thou hast given him power over all flesh, that he should give 
eternal life to as many as thou hast given him. 
3 And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, 
and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent. 
4 I have glorified thee on the earth: I have finished the work which thou 
gavest me to do. 
5 And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory 
which I had with thee before the world was. 
6 I have manifested thy name unto the men which thou gavest me out of 
the world: thine they were, and thou gavest them me; and they have kept 
thy word. 
7 Now they have known that all things whatsoever thou hast given me 
are of thee. 
8 For I have given unto them the words which thou gavest me; and they 
have received them, and have known surely that I came out from thee, 
and they have believed that thou didst send me. 
9 I pray for them: I pray not for the world, but for them which thou hast 
given me; for they are thine. 
10 And all mine are thine, and thine are mine; and I am glorified in 
them. 
11 And now I am no more in the world, but these are in the world, and I 
come to thee. Holy Father, keep through thine own name those whom 
thou hast given me, that they may be one, as we are. 
12 While I was with them in the world, I kept them in thy name: those 
that thou gavest me I have kept, and none of them is lost, but the son of 
perdition; that the scripture might be fulfilled. 
13 And now come I to thee; and these things I speak in the world, that 
they might have my joy fulfilled in themselves. 



14 I have given them thy word; and the world hath hated them, because 
they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. 
15 I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that 
thou shouldest keep them from the evil. 
16 They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. 
17 Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. 
18 As thou hast sent me into the world, even so have I also sent them 
into the world. 
19 And for their sakes I sanctify myself, that they also might be 
sanctified through the truth. 
20 Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe 
on me through their word; 
21 That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that 
they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast 
sent me. 
22 And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they may 
be one, even as we are one: 
23 I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and 
that the world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as 
thou hast loved me. 
24 Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me 
where I am; that they may behold my glory, which thou hast given me: 
for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world. 
25 O righteous Father, the world hath not known thee: but I have known 
thee, and these have known that thou hast sent me. 
26 And I have declared unto them thy name, and will declare it: that the 
love wherewith thou hast loved me may be in them, and I in them. 

John:18 
 
1When Jesus had spoken these words, he went forth with his disciples 
over the brook Cedron, where was a garden, into the which he entered, 
and his disciples. 
2And Judas also, which betrayed him, knew the place: for Jesus ofttimes 
resorted thither with his disciples. 



3Judas then, having received a band of men and officers from the chief 
priests and Pharisees, cometh thither with lanterns and torches and 
weapons. 
4Jesus therefore, knowing all things that should come upon him, went 
forth, and said unto them, Whom seek ye? 
5They answered him, Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus saith unto them, I am he. 
And Judas also, which betrayed him, stood with them. 
6As soon then as he had said unto them, I am he, they went backward, 
and fell to the ground. 
7Then asked he them again, Whom seek ye? And they said, Jesus of 
Nazareth. 
8Jesus answered, I have told you that I am he: if therefore ye seek me, 
let these go their way: 
9That the saying might be fulfilled, which he spake, Of them which thou 
gavest me have I lost none. 
10Then Simon Peter having a sword drew it, and smote the high priest's 
servant, and cut off his right ear. The servant's name was Malchus. 
11Then said Jesus unto Peter, Put up thy sword into the sheath: the cup 
which my Father hath given me, shall I not drink it? 
12Then the band and the captain and officers of the Jews took Jesus, and 
bound him, 
13And led him away to Annas first; for he was father in law to Caiaphas, 
which was the high priest that same year. 
14Now Caiaphas was he, which gave counsel to the Jews, that it was 
expedient that one man should die for the people. 
15And Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did another disciple: that 
disciple was known unto the high priest, and went in with Jesus into the 
palace of the high priest. 
16But Peter stood at the door without. Then went out that other disciple, 
which was known unto the high priest, and spake unto her that kept the 
door, and brought in Peter. 
17Then saith the damsel that kept the door unto Peter, Art not thou also 
one of this man's disciples? He saith, I am not. 
18And the servants and officers stood there, who had made a fire of 
coals; for it was cold: and they warmed themselves: and Peter stood with 



them, and warmed himself. 
19The high priest then asked Jesus of his disciples, and of his doctrine. 
20Jesus answered him, I spake openly to the world; I ever taught in the 
synagogue, and in the temple, whither the Jews always resort; and in 
secret have I said nothing. 
21 Why askest thou me? ask them which heard me, what I have said 
unto them: behold, they know what I said. 
22And when he had thus spoken, one of the officers which stood by 
struck Jesus with the palm of his hand, saying, Answerest thou the high 
priest so? 
23Jesus answered him, If I have spoken evil, bear witness of the evil: but 
if well, why smitest thou me? 
24Now Annas had sent him bound unto Caiaphas the high priest. 
25And Simon Peter stood and warmed himself. They said therefore unto 
him, Art not thou also one of his disciples? He denied it, and said, I am 
not. 
26One of the servants of the high priest, being his kinsman whose ear 
Peter cut off, saith, Did not I see thee in the garden with him? 
27Peter then denied again: and immediately the cock crew. 
28Then led they Jesus from Caiaphas unto the hall of judgment: and it 
was early; and they themselves went not into the judgment hall, lest they 
should be defiled; but that they might eat the passover. 
29Pilate then went out unto them, and said, What accusation bring ye 
against this man? 
30They answered and said unto him, If he were not a malefactor, we 
would not have delivered him up unto thee. 
31Then said Pilate unto them, Take ye him, and judge him according to 
your law. The Jews therefore said unto him, It is not lawful for us to put 
any man to death: 
32That the saying of Jesus might be fulfilled, which he spake, signifying 
what death he should die. 
33Then Pilate entered into the judgment hall again, and called Jesus, and 
said unto him, Art thou the King of the Jews? 
34Jesus answered him, Sayest thou this thing of thyself, or did others tell 
it thee of me? 



35Pilate answered, Am I a Jew? Thine own nation and the chief priests 
have delivered thee unto me: what hast thou done? 
36Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom 
were of this world, then would my servants fight, that I should not be 
delivered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not from hence. 
37Pilate therefore said unto him, Art thou a king then? Jesus answered, 
Thou sayest that I am a king. To this end was I born, and for this cause 
came I into the world, that I should bear witness unto the truth. Every 
one that is of the truth heareth my voice. 
38Pilate saith unto him, What is truth? And when he had said this, he 
went out again unto the Jews, and saith unto them, I find in him no fault 
at all. 
39But ye have a custom, that I should release unto you one at the 
passover: will ye therefore that I release unto you the King of the Jews? 
40Then cried they all again, saying, Not this man, but Barabbas. Now 
Barabbas was a robber. 

Jesus had a last request. He knew what was facing Him in the next day, 
but His last prayer was not for Himself, but for you. For all of us. Jesus 
prayed for His followers. Jesus' prayer is a wonderful window into God's 
will for us. Be an answer to Jesus' prayer this week. Go through His 
prayer line-by-line to see how. This weekend, as the global Church 
unites to celebrate His resurrection, let's look for ways to be one with 
God and one with each other. Make Jesus' prayer your prayer, that the 
world will see His glory and come to know Him through our unity and 
God's love. 

  



Day 18: 

John 19: 

1Then Pilate therefore took Jesus, and scourged him. 
2And the soldiers platted a crown of thorns, and put it on his head, and 
they put on him a purple robe, 
3And said, Hail, King of the Jews! and they smote him with their hands. 
4Pilate therefore went forth again, and saith unto them, Behold, I bring 
him forth to you, that ye may know that I find no fault in him. 
5Then came Jesus forth, wearing the crown of thorns, and the purple 
robe. And Pilate saith unto them, Behold the man! 
6When the chief priests therefore and officers saw him, they cried out, 
saying, Crucify him, crucify him. Pilate saith unto them, Take ye him, 
and crucify him: for I find no fault in him. 
7The Jews answered him, We have a law, and by our law he ought to 
die, because he made himself the Son of God. 
8When Pilate therefore heard that saying, he was the more afraid; 
9And went again into the judgment hall, and saith unto Jesus, Whence 
art thou? But Jesus gave him no answer. 
10Then saith Pilate unto him, Speakest thou not unto me? knowest thou 
not that I have power to crucify thee, and have power to release thee? 
11Jesus answered, Thou couldest have no power at all against me, 
except it were given thee from above: therefore he that delivered me 
unto thee hath the greater sin. 
12And from thenceforth Pilate sought to release him: but the Jews cried 
out, saying, If thou let this man go, thou art not Caesar's friend: 
whosoever maketh himself a king speaketh against Caesar. 
13When Pilate therefore heard that saying, he brought Jesus forth, and 
sat down in the judgment seat in a place that is called the Pavement, but 
in the Hebrew, Gabbatha. 
14And it was the preparation of the passover, and about the sixth hour: 
and he saith unto the Jews, Behold your King! 
15But they cried out, Away with him, away with him, crucify him. 
Pilate saith unto them, Shall I crucify your King? The chief priests 



answered, We have no king but Caesar. 
16Then delivered he him therefore unto them to be crucified. And they 
took Jesus, and led him away. 
17And he bearing his cross went forth into a place called the place of a 
skull, which is called in the Hebrew Golgotha: 
18Where they crucified him, and two other with him, on either side one, 
and Jesus in the midst. 
19And Pilate wrote a title, and put it on the cross. And the writing was, 
JESUS OF NAZARETH THE KING OF THE JEWS. 
20This title then read many of the Jews: for the place where Jesus was 
crucified was nigh to the city: and it was written in Hebrew, and Greek, 
and Latin. 
21Then said the chief priests of the Jews to Pilate, Write not, The King 
of the Jews; but that he said, I am King of the Jews. 
22Pilate answered, What I have written I have written. 
23Then the soldiers, when they had crucified Jesus, took his garments, 
and made four parts, to every soldier a part; and also his coat: now the 
coat was without seam, woven from the top throughout. 
24They said therefore among themselves, Let us not rend it, but cast lots 
for it, whose it shall be: that the scripture might be fulfilled, which saith, 
They parted my raiment among them, and for my vesture they did cast 
lots. These things therefore the soldiers did. 
25Now there stood by the cross of Jesus his mother, and his mother's 
sister, Mary the wife of Cleophas, and Mary Magdalene. 
26When Jesus therefore saw his mother, and the disciple standing by, 
whom he loved, he saith unto his mother, Woman, behold thy son! 
27Then saith he to the disciple, Behold thy mother! And from that hour 
that disciple took her unto his own home. 
28After this, Jesus knowing that all things were now accomplished, that 
the scripture might be fulfilled, saith, I thirst. 
29Now there was set a vessel full of vinegar: and they filled a sponge 
with vinegar, and put it upon hyssop, and put it to his mouth. 
30When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished: 
and he bowed his head, and gave up the ghost. 
31The Jews therefore, because it was the preparation, that the bodies 



should not remain upon the cross on the sabbath day, (for that sabbath 
day was an high day,) besought Pilate that their legs might be broken, 
and that they might be taken away. 
32Then came the soldiers, and brake the legs of the first, and of the other 
which was crucified with him. 
33But when they came to Jesus, and saw that he was dead already, they 
brake not his legs: 
34But one of the soldiers with a spear pierced his side, and forthwith 
came there out blood and water. 
35And he that saw it bare record, and his record is true: and he knoweth 
that he saith true, that ye might believe. 
36For these things were done, that the scripture should be fulfilled, A 
bone of him shall not be broken. 
37And again another scripture saith, They shall look on him whom they 
pierced. 
38And after this Joseph of Arimathaea, being a disciple of Jesus, but 
secretly for fear of the Jews, besought Pilate that he might take away the 
body of Jesus: and Pilate gave him leave. He came therefore, and took 
the body of Jesus. 
39And there came also Nicodemus, which at the first came to Jesus by 
night, and brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about an hundred 
pound weight. 
40Then took they the body of Jesus, and wound it in linen clothes with 
the spices, as the manner of the Jews is to bury. 
41Now in the place where he was crucified there was a garden; and in 
the garden a new sepulchre, wherein was never man yet laid. 
42There laid they Jesus therefore because of the Jews' preparation day; 
for the sepulchre was nigh at hand. 

John 20: 
1The first day of the week cometh Mary Magdalene early, when it was 
yet dark, unto the sepulchre, and seeth the stone taken away from the 
sepulchre. 
2Then she runneth, and cometh to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, 
whom Jesus loved, and saith unto them, They have taken away the Lord 



out of the sepulchre, and we know not where they have laid him. 
3Peter therefore went forth, and that other disciple, and came to the 
sepulchre. 
4So they ran both together: and the other disciple did outrun Peter, and 
came first to the sepulchre. 
5And he stooping down, and looking in, saw the linen clothes lying; yet 
went he not in. 
6Then cometh Simon Peter following him, and went into the sepulchre, 
and seeth the linen clothes lie, 
7And the napkin, that was about his head, not lying with the linen 
clothes, but wrapped together in a place by itself. 
8Then went in also that other disciple, which came first to the sepulchre, 
and he saw, and believed. 
9For as yet they knew not the scripture, that he must rise again from the 
dead. 
10Then the disciples went away again unto their own home. 
11But Mary stood without at the sepulchre weeping: and as she wept, 
she stooped down, and looked into the sepulchre, 
12And seeth two angels in white sitting, the one at the head, and the 
other at the feet, where the body of Jesus had lain. 
13And they say unto her, Woman, why weepest thou? She saith unto 
them, Because they have taken away my Lord, and I know not where 
they have laid him. 
14And when she had thus said, she turned herself back, and saw Jesus 
standing, and knew not that it was Jesus. 
15Jesus saith unto her, Woman, why weepest thou? whom seekest thou? 
She, supposing him to be the gardener, saith unto him, Sir, if thou have 
borne him hence, tell me where thou hast laid him, and I will take him 
away. 
16Jesus saith unto her, Mary. She turned herself, and saith unto him, 
Rabboni; which is to say, Master. 
17Jesus saith unto her, Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended to my 
Father: but go to my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my 
Father, and your Father; and to my God, and your God. 
18Mary Magdalene came and told the disciples that she had seen the 



Lord, and that he had spoken these things unto her. 
19Then the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when 
the doors were shut where the disciples were assembled for fear of the 
Jews, came Jesus and stood in the midst, and saith unto them, Peace be 
unto you. 
20And when he had so said, he shewed unto them his hands and his side. 
Then were the disciples glad, when they saw the Lord. 
21Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath 
sent me, even so send I you. 
22And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and saith unto them, 
Receive ye the Holy Ghost: 
23 Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and whose 
soever sins ye retain, they are retained. 
24But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them 
when Jesus came. 
25The other disciples therefore said unto him, We have seen the Lord. 
But he said unto them, Except I shall see in his hands the print of the 
nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand 
into his side, I will not believe. 
26And after eight days again his disciples were within, and Thomas with 
them: then came Jesus, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and 
said, Peace be unto you. 
27Then saith he to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and behold my 
hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into my side: and be not 
faithless, but believing. 
28And Thomas answered and said unto him, My Lord and my God. 
29Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast 
believed: blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed. 
30And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, 
which are not written in this book: 
31But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through his name. 

 



John 21: 

1After these things Jesus shewed himself again to the disciples at the sea 
of Tiberias; and on this wise shewed he himself. 
2There were together Simon Peter, and Thomas called Didymus, and 
Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, and the sons of Zebedee, and two other of 
his disciples. 
3Simon Peter saith unto them, I go a fishing. They say unto him, We 
also go with thee. They went forth, and entered into a ship immediately; 
and that night they caught nothing. 
4But when the morning was now come, Jesus stood on the shore: but the 
disciples knew not that it was Jesus. 
5Then Jesus saith unto them, Children, have ye any meat? They 
answered him, No. 
6And he said unto them, Cast the net on the right side of the ship, and ye 
shall find. They cast therefore, and now they were not able to draw it for 
the multitude of fishes. 
7Therefore that disciple whom Jesus loved saith unto Peter, It is the 
Lord. Now when Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he girt his 
fisher's coat unto him, (for he was naked,) and did cast himself into the 
sea. 
8And the other disciples came in a little ship; (for they were not far from 
land, but as it were two hundred cubits,) dragging the net with fishes. 
9As soon then as they were come to land, they saw a fire of coals there, 
and fish laid thereon, and bread. 
10Jesus saith unto them, Bring of the fish which ye have now caught. 
11Simon Peter went up, and drew the net to land full of great fishes, an 
hundred and fifty and three: and for all there were so many, yet was not 
the net broken. 
12Jesus saith unto them, Come and dine. And none of the disciples durst 
ask him, Who art thou? knowing that it was the Lord. 
13Jesus then cometh, and taketh bread, and giveth them, and fish 
likewise. 
14This is now the third time that Jesus shewed himself to his disciples, 
after that he was risen from the dead. 



15So when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, Simon, son of 
Jonas, lovest thou me more than these? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; 
thou knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my lambs. 
16He saith to him again the second time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest 
thou me? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. 
He saith unto him, Feed my sheep. 
17He saith unto him the third time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? 
Peter was grieved because he said unto him the third time, Lovest thou 
me? And he said unto him, Lord, thou knowest all things; thou knowest 
that I love thee. Jesus saith unto him, Feed my sheep. 
18 Verily, verily, I say unto thee, When thou wast young, thou girdedst 
thyself, and walkedst whither thou wouldest: but when thou shalt be old, 
thou shalt stretch forth thy hands, and another shall gird thee, and carry 
thee whither thou wouldest not. 
19This spake he, signifying by what death he should glorify God. And 
when he had spoken this, he saith unto him, Follow me. 
20Then Peter, turning about, seeth the disciple whom Jesus loved 
following; which also leaned on his breast at supper, and said, Lord, 
which is he that betrayeth thee? 
21Peter seeing him saith to Jesus, Lord, and what shall this man do? 
22Jesus saith unto him, If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to 
thee? follow thou me. 
23Then went this saying abroad among the brethren, that that disciple 
should not die: yet Jesus said not unto him, He shall not die; but, If I will 
that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee? 
24This is the disciple which testifieth of these things, and wrote these 
things: and we know that his testimony is true. 
25And there are also many other things which Jesus did, the which, if 
they should be written every one, I suppose that even the world itself 
could not contain the books that should be written. Amen. 

Put yourself in the place of the first followers of Christ who were there 
at His death. Your heart would be broken. Your mind would be racing. 
This isn't anything at all like what was supposed to happen to the King 



of the Jews. He was supposed to set everything right. Mend what was 
broken. Restore what was lost. But now, it would seem, all is lost. 
Everything is broken. Nothing is right. Spend some time today trying to 
live in that space between the cross and the empty tomb. After hope has 
left. Before grace has come. Use that feeling to fuel your prayer for 
someone you know that lives there every day. Ask God to show you 
how to reach out to them and invite them into your Easter observances 
this weekend. 

  



DAY 19: 

Luke 22: 

1Now the feast of unleavened bread drew nigh, which is called the 
Passover. 
2And the chief priests and scribes sought how they might kill him; for 
they feared the people. 
3Then entered Satan into Judas surnamed Iscariot, being of the number 
of the twelve. 
4And he went his way, and communed with the chief priests and 
captains, how he might betray him unto them. 
5And they were glad, and covenanted to give him money. 
6And he promised, and sought opportunity to betray him unto them in 
the absence of the multitude. 
7Then came the day of unleavened bread, when the passover must be 
killed. 
8And he sent Peter and John, saying, Go and prepare us the passover, 
that we may eat. 
9And they said unto him, Where wilt thou that we prepare? 
10And he said unto them, Behold, when ye are entered into the city, 
there shall a man meet you, bearing a pitcher of water; follow him into 
the house where he entereth in. 
11 And ye shall say unto the goodman of the house, The Master saith 
unto thee, Where is the guestchamber, where I shall eat the passover 
with my disciples? 
12 And he shall shew you a large upper room furnished: there make 
ready. 
13And they went, and found as he had said unto them: and they made 
ready the passover. 
14And when the hour was come, he sat down, and the twelve apostles 
with him. 
15And he said unto them, With desire I have desired to eat this passover 
with you before I suffer: 
16 For I say unto you, I will not any more eat thereof, until it be fulfilled 



in the kingdom of God. 
17And he took the cup, and gave thanks, and said, Take this, and divide 
it among yourselves: 
18 For I say unto you, I will not drink of the fruit of the vine, until the 
kingdom of God shall come. 
19And he took bread, and gave thanks, and brake it, and gave unto them, 
saying, This is my body which is given for you: this do in remembrance 
of me. 
20Likewise also the cup after supper, saying, This cup is the new 
testament in my blood, which is shed for you. 
21 But, behold, the hand of him that betrayeth me is with me on the 
table. 
22 And truly the Son of man goeth, as it was determined: but woe unto 
that man by whom he is betrayed! 
23And they began to enquire among themselves, which of them it was 
that should do this thing. 
24And there was also a strife among them, which of them should be 
accounted the greatest. 
25And he said unto them, The kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship 
over them; and they that exercise authority upon them are called 
benefactors. 
26 But ye shall not be so: but he that is greatest among you, let him be as 
the younger; and he that is chief, as he that doth serve. 
27 For whether is greater, he that sitteth at meat, or he that serveth? is 
not he that sitteth at meat? but I am among you as he that serveth. 
28 Ye are they which have continued with me in my temptations. 
29 And I appoint unto you a kingdom, as my Father hath appointed unto 
me; 
30 That ye may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom, and sit on 
thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 
31And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have 
you, that he may sift you as wheat: 
32 But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and when thou art 
converted, strengthen thy brethren. 
33And he said unto him, Lord, I am ready to go with thee, both into 



prison, and to death. 
34And he said, I tell thee, Peter, the cock shall not crow this day, before 
that thou shalt thrice deny that thou knowest me. 
35And he said unto them, When I sent you without purse, and scrip, and 
shoes, lacked ye any thing? And they said, Nothing. 
36Then said he unto them, But now, he that hath a purse, let him take it, 
and likewise his scrip: and he that hath no sword, let him sell his 
garment, and buy one. 
37 For I say unto you, that this that is written must yet be accomplished 
in me, And he was reckoned among the transgressors: for the things 
concerning me have an end. 
38And they said, Lord, behold, here are two swords. And he said unto 
them, It is enough. 
39And he came out, and went, as he was wont, to the mount of Olives; 
and his disciples also followed him. 
40And when he was at the place, he said unto them, Pray that ye enter 
not into temptation. 
41And he was withdrawn from them about a stone's cast, and kneeled 
down, and prayed, 
42Saying, Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup from me: 
nevertheless not my will, but thine, be done. 
43And there appeared an angel unto him from heaven, strengthening 
him. 
44And being in an agony he prayed more earnestly: and his sweat was as 
it were great drops of blood falling down to the ground. 
45And when he rose up from prayer, and was come to his disciples, he 
found them sleeping for sorrow, 
46And said unto them, Why sleep ye? rise and pray, lest ye enter into 
temptation. 
47And while he yet spake, behold a multitude, and he that was called 
Judas, one of the twelve, went before them, and drew near unto Jesus to 
kiss him. 
48But Jesus said unto him, Judas, betrayest thou the Son of man with a 
kiss? 
49When they which were about him saw what would follow, they said 



unto him, Lord, shall we smite with the sword? 
50And one of them smote the servant of the high priest, and cut off his 
right ear. 
51And Jesus answered and said, Suffer ye thus far. And he touched his 
ear, and healed him. 
52Then Jesus said unto the chief priests, and captains of the temple, and 
the elders, which were come to him, Be ye come out, as against a thief, 
with swords and staves? 
53 When I was daily with you in the temple, ye stretched forth no hands 
against me: but this is your hour, and the power of darkness. 
54Then took they him, and led him, and brought him into the high 
priest's house. And Peter followed afar off. 
55And when they had kindled a fire in the midst of the hall, and were set 
down together, Peter sat down among them. 
56But a certain maid beheld him as he sat by the fire, and earnestly 
looked upon him, and said, This man was also with him. 
57And he denied him, saying, Woman, I know him not. 
58And after a little while another saw him, and said, Thou art also of 
them. And Peter said, Man, I am not. 
59And about the space of one hour after another confidently affirmed, 
saying, Of a truth this fellow also was with him: for he is a Galilaean. 
60And Peter said, Man, I know not what thou sayest. And immediately, 
while he yet spake, the cock crew. 
61And the Lord turned, and looked upon Peter. And Peter remembered 
the word of the Lord, how he had said unto him, Before the cock crow, 
thou shalt deny me thrice. 
62And Peter went out, and wept bitterly. 
63And the men that held Jesus mocked him, and smote him. 
64And when they had blindfolded him, they struck him on the face, and 
asked him, saying, Prophesy, who is it that smote thee? 
65And many other things blasphemously spake they against him. 
66And as soon as it was day, the elders of the people and the chief 
priests and the scribes came together, and led him into their council, 
saying, 
67Art thou the Christ? tell us. And he said unto them, If I tell you, ye 



will not believe: 
68 And if I also ask you, ye will not answer me, nor let me go. 
69 Hereafter shall the Son of man sit on the right hand of the power of 
God. 
70Then said they all, Art thou then the Son of God? And he said unto 
them, Ye say that I am. 
71And they said, What need we any further witness? for we ourselves 
have heard of his own mouth. 

Luke 23: 

1And the whole multitude of them arose, and led him unto Pilate. 
2And they began to accuse him, saying, We found this fellow perverting 
the nation, and forbidding to give tribute to Caesar, saying that he 
himself is Christ a King. 
3And Pilate asked him, saying, Art thou the King of the Jews? And he 
answered him and said, Thou sayest it. 
4Then said Pilate to the chief priests and to the people, I find no fault in 
this man. 
5And they were the more fierce, saying, He stirreth up the people, 
teaching throughout all Judaea, beginning from Galilee to this place. 
6When Pilate heard of Galilee, he asked whether the man were a 
Galilaean. 
7And as soon as he knew that he belonged unto Herod's jurisdiction, he 
sent him to Herod, who himself also was at Jerusalem at that time. 
8And when Herod saw Jesus, he was exceeding glad: for he was 
desirous to see him of a long season, because he had heard many things 
of him; and he hoped to have seen some miracle done by him. 
9Then he questioned with him in many words; but he answered him 
nothing. 
10And the chief priests and scribes stood and vehemently accused him. 
11And Herod with his men of war set him at nought, and mocked him, 
and arrayed him in a gorgeous robe, and sent him again to Pilate. 
12And the same day Pilate and Herod were made friends together: for 
before they were at enmity between themselves. 



13And Pilate, when he had called together the chief priests and the rulers 
and the people, 
14Said unto them, Ye have brought this man unto me, as one that 
perverteth the people: and, behold, I, having examined him before you, 
have found no fault in this man touching those things whereof ye accuse 
him: 
15No, nor yet Herod: for I sent you to him; and, lo, nothing worthy of 
death is done unto him. 
16I will therefore chastise him, and release him. 
17(For of necessity he must release one unto them at the feast.) 
18And they cried out all at once, saying, Away with this man, and 
release unto us Barabbas: 
19(Who for a certain sedition made in the city, and for murder, was cast 
into prison.) 
20Pilate therefore, willing to release Jesus, spake again to them. 
21But they cried, saying, Crucify him, crucify him. 
22And he said unto them the third time, Why, what evil hath he done? I 
have found no cause of death in him: I will therefore chastise him, and 
let him go. 
23And they were instant with loud voices, requiring that he might be 
crucified. And the voices of them and of the chief priests prevailed. 
24And Pilate gave sentence that it should be as they required. 
25And he released unto them him that for sedition and murder was cast 
into prison, whom they had desired; but he delivered Jesus to their will. 
26And as they led him away, they laid hold upon one Simon, a 
Cyrenian, coming out of the country, and on him they laid the cross, that 
he might bear it after Jesus. 
27And there followed him a great company of people, and of women, 
which also bewailed and lamented him. 
28But Jesus turning unto them said, Daughters of Jerusalem, weep not 
for me, but weep for yourselves, and for your children. 
29 For, behold, the days are coming, in the which they shall say, Blessed 
are the barren, and the wombs that never bare, and the paps which never 
gave suck. 
30 Then shall they begin to say to the mountains, Fall on us; and to the 



hills, Cover us. 
31 For if they do these things in a green tree, what shall be done in the 
dry? 
32And there were also two other, malefactors, led with him to be put to 
death. 
33And when they were come to the place, which is called Calvary, there 
they crucified him, and the malefactors, one on the right hand, and the 
other on the left. 
34Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they 
do. And they parted his raiment, and cast lots. 
35And the people stood beholding. And the rulers also with them 
derided him, saying, He saved others; let him save himself, if he be 
Christ, the chosen of God. 
36And the soldiers also mocked him, coming to him, and offering him 
vinegar, 
37And saying, If thou be the king of the Jews, save thyself. 
38And a superscription also was written over him in letters of Greek, 
and Latin, and Hebrew, THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS. 
39And one of the malefactors which were hanged railed on him, saying, 
If thou be Christ, save thyself and us. 
40But the other answering rebuked him, saying, Dost not thou fear God, 
seeing thou art in the same condemnation? 
41And we indeed justly; for we receive the due reward of our deeds: but 
this man hath done nothing amiss. 
42And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when thou comest into 
thy kingdom. 
43And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt thou be 
with me in paradise. 
44And it was about the sixth hour, and there was a darkness over all the 
earth until the ninth hour. 
45And the sun was darkened, and the veil of the temple was rent in the 
midst. 
46And when Jesus had cried with a loud voice, he said, Father, into thy 
hands I commend my spirit: and having said thus, he gave up the ghost. 
47Now when the centurion saw what was done, he glorified God, 



saying, Certainly this was a righteous man. 
48And all the people that came together to that sight, beholding the 
things which were done, smote their breasts, and returned. 
49And all his acquaintance, and the women that followed him from 
Galilee, stood afar off, beholding these things. 
50And, behold, there was a man named Joseph, a counsellor; and he was 
a good man, and a just: 
51(The same had not consented to the counsel and deed of them;) he was 
of Arimathaea, a city of the Jews: who also himself waited for the 
kingdom of God. 
52This man went unto Pilate, and begged the body of Jesus. 
53And he took it down, and wrapped it in linen, and laid it in a sepulchre 
that was hewn in stone, wherein never man before was laid. 
54And that day was the preparation, and the sabbath drew on. 
55And the women also, which came with him from Galilee, followed 
after, and beheld the sepulchre, and how his body was laid. 
56And they returned, and prepared spices and ointments; and rested the 
sabbath day according to the commandment. 

Luke 24: 
1Now upon the first day of the week, very early in the morning, they 
came unto the sepulchre, bringing the spices which they had prepared, 
and certain others with them. 
2And they found the stone rolled away from the sepulchre. 
3And they entered in, and found not the body of the Lord Jesus. 
4And it came to pass, as they were much perplexed thereabout, behold, 
two men stood by them in shining garments: 
5And as they were afraid, and bowed down their faces to the earth, they 
said unto them, Why seek ye the living among the dead? 
6He is not here, but is risen: remember how he spake unto you when he 
was yet in Galilee, 
7Saying, The Son of man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, 
and be crucified, and the third day rise again. 
8And they remembered his words, 
9And returned from the sepulchre, and told all these things unto the 



eleven, and to all the rest. 
10It was Mary Magdalene, and Joanna, and Mary the mother of James, 
and other women that were with them, which told these things unto the 
apostles. 
11And their words seemed to them as idle tales, and they believed them 
not. 
12Then arose Peter, and ran unto the sepulchre; and stooping down, he 
beheld the linen clothes laid by themselves, and departed, wondering in 
himself at that which was come to pass. 
13And, behold, two of them went that same day to a village called 
Emmaus, which was from Jerusalem about threescore furlongs. 
14And they talked together of all these things which had happened. 
15And it came to pass, that, while they communed together and 
reasoned, Jesus himself drew near, and went with them. 
16But their eyes were holden that they should not know him. 
17And he said unto them, What manner of communications are these 
that ye have one to another, as ye walk, and are sad? 
18And the one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answering said unto 
him, Art thou only a stranger in Jerusalem, and hast not known the 
things which are come to pass there in these days? 
19And he said unto them, What things? And they said unto him, 
Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, which was a prophet mighty in deed and 
word before God and all the people: 
20And how the chief priests and our rulers delivered him to be 
condemned to death, and have crucified him. 
21But we trusted that it had been he which should have redeemed Israel: 
and beside all this, to day is the third day since these things were done. 
22Yea, and certain women also of our company made us astonished, 
which were early at the sepulchre; 
23And when they found not his body, they came, saying, that they had 
also seen a vision of angels, which said that he was alive. 
24And certain of them which were with us went to the sepulchre, and 
found it even so as the women had said: but him they saw not. 
25Then he said unto them, O fools, and slow of heart to believe all that 
the prophets have spoken: 



26 Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter into his 
glory? 
27And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto 
them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself. 
28And they drew nigh unto the village, whither they went: and he made 
as though he would have gone further. 
29But they constrained him, saying, Abide with us: for it is toward 
evening, and the day is far spent. And he went in to tarry with them. 
30And it came to pass, as he sat at meat with them, he took bread, and 
blessed it, and brake, and gave to them. 
31And their eyes were opened, and they knew him; and he vanished out 
of their sight. 
32And they said one to another, Did not our heart burn within us, while 
he talked with us by the way, and while he opened to us the scriptures? 
33And they rose up the same hour, and returned to Jerusalem, and found 
the eleven gathered together, and them that were with them, 
34Saying, The Lord is risen indeed, and hath appeared to Simon. 
35And they told what things were done in the way, and how he was 
known of them in breaking of bread. 
36And as they thus spake, Jesus himself stood in the midst of them, and 
saith unto them, Peace be unto you. 
37But they were terrified and affrighted, and supposed that they had 
seen a spirit. 
38And he said unto them, Why are ye troubled? and why do thoughts 
arise in your hearts? 
39 Behold my hands and my feet, that it is I myself: handle me, and see; 
for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me have. 
40And when he had thus spoken, he shewed them his hands and his feet. 
41And while they yet believed not for joy, and wondered, he said unto 
them, Have ye here any meat? 
42And they gave him a piece of a broiled fish, and of an honeycomb. 
43And he took it, and did eat before them. 
44And he said unto them, These are the words which I spake unto you, 
while I was yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were 
written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms, 



concerning me. 
45Then opened he their understanding, that they might understand the 
scriptures, 
46And said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to 
suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day: 
47 And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his 
name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 
48 And ye are witnesses of these things. 
49 And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry ye 
in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high. 
50And he led them out as far as to Bethany, and he lifted up his hands, 
and blessed them. 
51And it came to pass, while he blessed them, he was parted from them, 
and carried up into heaven. 
52And they worshipped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy: 
53And were continually in the temple, praising and blessing God. Amen. 

Paul wrote in Philippians 3 that he wanted "to know Christ and the 
power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in His sufferings, 
becoming like Him in His death." Although it seems impossible to want 
to experience this horrific scene, the miracle this story offers is that we 
can truly know Christ. When we look at the peace, joy, serenity, and 
grace shining through all the violence, you can see the beauty of 
becoming like Him in His death. How simple His life had been trusting 
wholly on God. He had no earthly care but a mother who He entrusted to 
His best friend. His only asset was a robe that fell to a gambling guard. 
That simplicity. That clarity of focus. That devotion to God's purpose. 
That complete trust in His Father. That is something to long for. 

  



DAY 20: 

Matthew 14: 

1After two days was the feast of the passover, and of unleavened bread: 
and the chief priests and the scribes sought how they might take him by 
craft, and put him to death. 
2But they said, Not on the feast day, lest there be an uproar of the 
people. 
3And being in Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, as he sat at 
meat, there came a woman having an alabaster box of ointment of 
spikenard very precious; and she brake the box, and poured it on his 
head. 
4And there were some that had indignation within themselves, and said, 
Why was this waste of the ointment made? 
5For it might have been sold for more than three hundred pence, and 
have been given to the poor. And they murmured against her. 
6And Jesus said, Let her alone; why trouble ye her? she hath wrought a 
good work on me. 
7 For ye have the poor with you always, and whensoever ye will ye may 
do them good: but me ye have not always. 
8 She hath done what she could: she is come aforehand to anoint my 
body to the burying. 
9 Verily I say unto you, Wheresoever this gospel shall be preached 
throughout the whole world, this also that she hath done shall be spoken 
of for a memorial of her. 
10And Judas Iscariot, one of the twelve, went unto the chief priests, to 
betray him unto them. 
11And when they heard it, they were glad, and promised to give him 
money. And he sought how he might conveniently betray him. 
12And the first day of unleavened bread, when they killed the passover, 
his disciples said unto him, Where wilt thou that we go and prepare that 
thou mayest eat the passover? 
13And he sendeth forth two of his disciples, and saith unto them, Go ye 
into the city, and there shall meet you a man bearing a pitcher of water: 



follow him. 
14 And wheresoever he shall go in, say ye to the goodman of the house, 
The Master saith, Where is the guestchamber, where I shall eat the 
passover with my disciples? 
15 And he will shew you a large upper room furnished and prepared: 
there make ready for us. 
16And his disciples went forth, and came into the city, and found as he 
had said unto them: and they made ready the passover. 
17And in the evening he cometh with the twelve. 
18And as they sat and did eat, Jesus said, Verily I say unto you, One of 
you which eateth with me shall betray me. 
19And they began to be sorrowful, and to say unto him one by one, Is it 
I? and another said, Is it I? 
20And he answered and said unto them, It is one of the twelve, that 
dippeth with me in the dish. 
21 The Son of man indeed goeth, as it is written of him: but woe to that 
man by whom the Son of man is betrayed! good were it for that man if 
he had never been born. 
22And as they did eat, Jesus took bread, and blessed, and brake it, and 
gave to them, and said, Take, eat: this is my body. 
23And he took the cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them: and they all drank of it. 
24And he said unto them, This is my blood of the new testament, which 
is shed for many. 
25 Verily I say unto you, I will drink no more of the fruit of the vine, 
until that day that I drink it new in the kingdom of God. 
26And when they had sung an hymn, they went out into the mount of 
Olives. 
27And Jesus saith unto them, All ye shall be offended because of me 
this night: for it is written, I will smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall 
be scattered. 
28 But after that I am risen, I will go before you into Galilee. 
29But Peter said unto him, Although all shall be offended, yet will not I. 
30And Jesus saith unto him, Verily I say unto thee, That this day, even 
in this night, before the cock crow twice, thou shalt deny me thrice. 



31But he spake the more vehemently, If I should die with thee, I will not 
deny thee in any wise. Likewise also said they all. 
32And they came to a place which was named Gethsemane: and he saith 
to his disciples, Sit ye here, while I shall pray. 
33And he taketh with him Peter and James and John, and began to be 
sore amazed, and to be very heavy; 
34And saith unto them, My soul is exceeding sorrowful unto death: tarry 
ye here, and watch. 
35And he went forward a little, and fell on the ground, and prayed that, 
if it were possible, the hour might pass from him. 
36And he said, Abba, Father, all things are possible unto thee; take away 
this cup from me: nevertheless not what I will, but what thou wilt. 
37And he cometh, and findeth them sleeping, and saith unto Peter, 
Simon, sleepest thou? couldest not thou watch one hour? 
38 Watch ye and pray, lest ye enter into temptation. The spirit truly is 
ready, but the flesh is weak. 
39And again he went away, and prayed, and spake the same words. 
40And when he returned, he found them asleep again, (for their eyes 
were heavy,) neither wist they what to answer him. 
41And he cometh the third time, and saith unto them, Sleep on now, and 
take your rest: it is enough, the hour is come; behold, the Son of man is 
betrayed into the hands of sinners. 
42 Rise up, let us go; lo, he that betrayeth me is at hand. 
43And immediately, while he yet spake, cometh Judas, one of the 
twelve, and with him a great multitude with swords and staves, from the 
chief priests and the scribes and the elders. 
44And he that betrayed him had given them a token, saying, 
Whomsoever I shall kiss, that same is he; take him, and lead him away 
safely. 
45And as soon as he was come, he goeth straightway to him, and saith, 
Master, master; and kissed him. 
46And they laid their hands on him, and took him. 
47And one of them that stood by drew a sword, and smote a servant of 
the high priest, and cut off his ear. 
48And Jesus answered and said unto them, Are ye come out, as against a 



thief, with swords and with staves to take me? 
49 I was daily with you in the temple teaching, and ye took me not: but 
the scriptures must be fulfilled. 
50And they all forsook him, and fled. 
51And there followed him a certain young man, having a linen cloth cast 
about his naked body; and the young men laid hold on him: 
52And he left the linen cloth, and fled from them naked. 
53And they led Jesus away to the high priest: and with him were 
assembled all the chief priests and the elders and the scribes. 
54And Peter followed him afar off, even into the palace of the high 
priest: and he sat with the servants, and warmed himself at the fire. 
55And the chief priests and all the council sought for witness against 
Jesus to put him to death; and found none. 
56For many bare false witness against him, but their witness agreed not 
together. 
57And there arose certain, and bare false witness against him, saying, 
58We heard him say, I will destroy this temple that is made with hands, 
and within three days I will build another made without hands. 
59But neither so did their witness agree together. 
60And the high priest stood up in the midst, and asked Jesus, saying, 
Answerest thou nothing? what is it which these witness against thee? 
61But he held his peace, and answered nothing. Again the high priest 
asked him, and said unto him, Art thou the Christ, the Son of the 
Blessed? 
62And Jesus said, I am: and ye shall see the Son of man sitting on the 
right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven. 
63Then the high priest rent his clothes, and saith, What need we any 
further witnesses? 
64Ye have heard the blasphemy: what think ye? And they all 
condemned him to be guilty of death. 
65And some began to spit on him, and to cover his face, and to buffet 
him, and to say unto him, Prophesy: and the servants did strike him with 
the palms of their hands. 
66And as Peter was beneath in the palace, there cometh one of the maids 
of the high priest: 



67And when she saw Peter warming himself, she looked upon him, and 
said, And thou also wast with Jesus of Nazareth. 
68But he denied, saying, I know not, neither understand I what thou 
sayest. And he went out into the porch; and the cock crew. 
69And a maid saw him again, and began to say to them that stood by, 
This is one of them. 
70And he denied it again. And a little after, they that stood by said again 
to Peter, Surely thou art one of them: for thou art a Galilaean, and thy 
speech agreeth thereto. 
71But he began to curse and to swear, saying, I know not this man of 
whom ye speak. 
72And the second time the cock crew. And Peter called to mind the 
word that Jesus said unto him, Before the cock crow twice, thou shalt 
deny me thrice. And when he thought thereon, he wept. 

Matthew 15: 

1And straightway in the morning the chief priests held a consultation 
with the elders and scribes and the whole council, and bound Jesus, and 
carried him away, and delivered him to Pilate. 
2And Pilate asked him, Art thou the King of the Jews? And he 
answering said unto him, Thou sayest it. 
3And the chief priests accused him of many things: but he answered 
nothing. 
4And Pilate asked him again, saying, Answerest thou nothing? behold 
how many things they witness against thee. 
5But Jesus yet answered nothing; so that Pilate marvelled. 
6Now at that feast he released unto them one prisoner, whomsoever they 
desired. 
7And there was one named Barabbas, which lay bound with them that 
had made insurrection with him, who had committed murder in the 
insurrection. 
8And the multitude crying aloud began to desire him to do as he had 
ever done unto them. 
9But Pilate answered them, saying, Will ye that I release unto you the 



King of the Jews? 
10For he knew that the chief priests had delivered him for envy. 
11But the chief priests moved the people, that he should rather release 
Barabbas unto them. 
12And Pilate answered and said again unto them, What will ye then that 
I shall do unto him whom ye call the King of the Jews? 
13And they cried out again, Crucify him. 
14Then Pilate said unto them, Why, what evil hath he done? And they 
cried out the more exceedingly, Crucify him. 
15And so Pilate, willing to content the people, released Barabbas unto 
them, and delivered Jesus, when he had scourged him, to be crucified. 
16And the soldiers led him away into the hall, called Praetorium; and 
they call together the whole band. 
17And they clothed him with purple, and platted a crown of thorns, and 
put it about his head, 
18And began to salute him, Hail, King of the Jews! 
19And they smote him on the head with a reed, and did spit upon him, 
and bowing their knees worshipped him. 
20And when they had mocked him, they took off the purple from him, 
and put his own clothes on him, and led him out to crucify him. 
21And they compel one Simon a Cyrenian, who passed by, coming out 
of the country, the father of Alexander and Rufus, to bear his cross. 
22And they bring him unto the place Golgotha, which is, being 
interpreted, The place of a skull. 
23And they gave him to drink wine mingled with myrrh: but he received 
it not. 
24And when they had crucified him, they parted his garments, casting 
lots upon them, what every man should take. 
25And it was the third hour, and they crucified him. 
26And the superscription of his accusation was written over, THE KING 
OF THE JEWS. 
27And with him they crucify two thieves; the one on his right hand, and 
the other on his left. 
28And the scripture was fulfilled, which saith, And he was numbered 
with the transgressors. 



29And they that passed by railed on him, wagging their heads, and 
saying, Ah, thou that destroyest the temple, and buildest it in three days, 
30Save thyself, and come down from the cross. 
31Likewise also the chief priests mocking said among themselves with 
the scribes, He saved others; himself he cannot save. 
32Let Christ the King of Israel descend now from the cross, that we may 
see and believe. And they that were crucified with him reviled him. 
33And when the sixth hour was come, there was darkness over the 
whole land until the ninth hour. 
34And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eloi, Eloi, 
lama sabachthani? which is, being interpreted, My God, my God, why 
hast thou forsaken me? 
35And some of them that stood by, when they heard it, said, Behold, he 
calleth Elias. 
36And one ran and filled a sponge full of vinegar, and put it on a reed, 
and gave him to drink, saying, Let alone; let us see whether Elias will 
come to take him down. 
37And Jesus cried with a loud voice, and gave up the ghost. 
38And the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the 
bottom. 
39And when the centurion, which stood over against him, saw that he so 
cried out, and gave up the ghost, he said, Truly this man was the Son of 
God. 
40There were also women looking on afar off: among whom was Mary 
Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James the less and of Joses, and 
Salome; 
41(Who also, when he was in Galilee, followed him, and ministered 
unto him;) and many other women which came up with him unto 
Jerusalem. 
42And now when the even was come, because it was the preparation, 
that is, the day before the sabbath, 
43Joseph of Arimathaea, an honourable counsellor, which also waited 
for the kingdom of God, came, and went in boldly unto Pilate, and 
craved the body of Jesus. 
44And Pilate marvelled if he were already dead: and calling unto him 



the centurion, he asked him whether he had been any while dead. 
45And when he knew it of the centurion, he gave the body to Joseph. 
46And he bought fine linen, and took him down, and wrapped him in the 
linen, and laid him in a sepulchre which was hewn out of a rock, and 
rolled a stone unto the door of the sepulchre. 
47And Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses beheld where he 
was laid. 
 
Matthew 16: 
1And when the sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the 
mother of James, and Salome, had bought sweet spices, that they might 
come and anoint him. 
2And very early in the morning the first day of the week, they came unto 
the sepulchre at the rising of the sun. 
3And they said among themselves, Who shall roll us away the stone 
from the door of the sepulchre? 
4And when they looked, they saw that the stone was rolled away: for it 
was very great. 
5And entering into the sepulchre, they saw a young man sitting on the 
right side, clothed in a long white garment; and they were affrighted. 
6And he saith unto them, Be not affrighted: Ye seek Jesus of Nazareth, 
which was crucified: he is risen; he is not here: behold the place where 
they laid him. 
7But go your way, tell his disciples and Peter that he goeth before you 
into Galilee: there shall ye see him, as he said unto you. 
8And they went out quickly, and fled from the sepulchre; for they 
trembled and were amazed: neither said they any thing to any man; for 
they were afraid. 
9Now when Jesus was risen early the first day of the week, he appeared 
first to Mary Magdalene, out of whom he had cast seven devils. 
10And she went and told them that had been with him, as they mourned 
and wept. 
11And they, when they had heard that he was alive, and had been seen 
of her, believed not. 
12After that he appeared in another form unto two of them, as they 



walked, and went into the country. 
13And they went and told it unto the residue: neither believed they them. 
14Afterward he appeared unto the eleven as they sat at meat, and 
upbraided them with their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they 
believed not them which had seen him after he was risen. 
15And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the 
gospel to every creature. 
16 He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth 
not shall be damned. 
17 And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they 
cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues; 
18 They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it 
shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall 
recover. 
19So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was received up into 
heaven, and sat on the right hand of God. 
20And they went forth, and preached every where, the Lord working 
with them, and confirming the word with signs following. Amen. 
 
The woman broke her jar and poured out all of her perfume. She lavishly 
wasted everything that was of value to her. Breaking her jar effectively 
eliminated any chance of keeping any for her own use, then or later. She 
gave everything she had-past, present, and future-to Him. Jesus said that 
people would remember her remarkable love forever. Then at the last 
supper, those same words appeared again. He broke His body and 
poured out His blood for us. This time when you read Jesus saying, "Do 
this in remembrance of me," don't just picture crackers and grape juice. 
See communion as a picture of what it calls us to. He was beckoning us 
to do what He did: be broken and poured out. Go all in. Hold nothing in 
reserve. Completely relinquish control. That's what would truly 
commemorate what Jesus did. Not cherishing a ritual, but being a 
memorial. What should "broken and poured out" look like in your life? 



DAY 21: 

Matthew 26: 

1And it came to pass, when Jesus had finished all these sayings, he said 
unto his disciples, 
2 Ye know that after two days is the feast of the passover, and the Son of 
man is betrayed to be crucified. 
3Then assembled together the chief priests, and the scribes, and the 
elders of the people, unto the palace of the high priest, who was called 
Caiaphas, 
4And consulted that they might take Jesus by subtilty, and kill him. 
5But they said, Not on the feast day, lest there be an uproar among the 
people. 
6Now when Jesus was in Bethany, in the house of Simon the leper, 
7There came unto him a woman having an alabaster box of very 
precious ointment, and poured it on his head, as he sat at meat. 
8But when his disciples saw it, they had indignation, saying, To what 
purpose is this waste? 
9For this ointment might have been sold for much, and given to the 
poor. 
10When Jesus understood it, he said unto them, Why trouble ye the 
woman? for she hath wrought a good work upon me. 
11 For ye have the poor always with you; but me ye have not always. 
12 For in that she hath poured this ointment on my body, she did it for 
my burial. 
13 Verily I say unto you, Wheresoever this gospel shall be preached in 
the whole world, there shall also this, that this woman hath done, be told 
for a memorial of her. 
14Then one of the twelve, called Judas Iscariot, went unto the chief 
priests, 
15And said unto them, What will ye give me, and I will deliver him unto 
you? And they covenanted with him for thirty pieces of silver. 
16And from that time he sought opportunity to betray him. 
17Now the first day of the feast of unleavened bread the disciples came 



to Jesus, saying unto him, Where wilt thou that we prepare for thee to 
eat the passover? 
18And he said, Go into the city to such a man, and say unto him, The 
Master saith, My time is at hand; I will keep the passover at thy house 
with my disciples. 
19And the disciples did as Jesus had appointed them; and they made 
ready the passover. 
20Now when the even was come, he sat down with the twelve. 
21And as they did eat, he said, Verily I say unto you, that one of you 
shall betray me. 
22And they were exceeding sorrowful, and began every one of them to 
say unto him, Lord, is it I? 
23And he answered and said, He that dippeth his hand with me in the 
dish, the same shall betray me. 
24 The Son of man goeth as it is written of him: but woe unto that man 
by whom the Son of man is betrayed! it had been good for that man if he 
had not been born. 
25Then Judas, which betrayed him, answered and said, Master, is it I? 
He said unto him, Thou hast said. 
26And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and blessed it, and brake it, 
and gave it to the disciples, and said, Take, eat; this is my body. 
27And he took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, 
Drink ye all of it; 
28 For this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for 
the remission of sins. 
29 But I say unto you, I will not drink henceforth of this fruit of the vine, 
until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father's kingdom. 
30And when they had sung an hymn, they went out into the mount of 
Olives. 
31Then saith Jesus unto them, All ye shall be offended because of me 
this night: for it is written, I will smite the shepherd, and the sheep of the 
flock shall be scattered abroad. 
32 But after I am risen again, I will go before you into Galilee. 
33Peter answered and said unto him, Though all men shall be offended 
because of thee, yet will I never be offended. 



34Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, That this night, before the 
cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice. 
35Peter said unto him, Though I should die with thee, yet will I not deny 
thee. Likewise also said all the disciples. 
36Then cometh Jesus with them unto a place called Gethsemane, and 
saith unto the disciples, Sit ye here, while I go and pray yonder. 
37And he took with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began 
to be sorrowful and very heavy. 
38Then saith he unto them, My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto 
death: tarry ye here, and watch with me. 
39And he went a little further, and fell on his face, and prayed, saying, O 
my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me: nevertheless not 
as I will, but as thou wilt. 
40And he cometh unto the disciples, and findeth them asleep, and saith 
unto Peter, What, could ye not watch with me one hour? 
41 Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed is 
willing, but the flesh is weak. 
42He went away again the second time, and prayed, saying, O my 
Father, if this cup may not pass away from me, except I drink it, thy will 
be done. 
43And he came and found them asleep again: for their eyes were heavy. 
44And he left them, and went away again, and prayed the third time, 
saying the same words. 
45Then cometh he to his disciples, and saith unto them, Sleep on now, 
and take your rest: behold, the hour is at hand, and the Son of man is 
betrayed into the hands of sinners. 
46 Rise, let us be going: behold, he is at hand that doth betray me. 
47And while he yet spake, lo, Judas, one of the twelve, came, and with 
him a great multitude with swords and staves, from the chief priests and 
elders of the people. 
48Now he that betrayed him gave them a sign, saying, Whomsoever I 
shall kiss, that same is he: hold him fast. 
49And forthwith he came to Jesus, and said, Hail, master; and kissed 
him. 
50And Jesus said unto him, Friend, wherefore art thou come? Then 



came they, and laid hands on Jesus, and took him. 
51And, behold, one of them which were with Jesus stretched out his 
hand, and drew his sword, and struck a servant of the high priest's, and 
smote off his ear. 
52Then said Jesus unto him, Put up again thy sword into his place: for 
all they that take the sword shall perish with the sword. 
53 Thinkest thou that I cannot now pray to my Father, and he shall 
presently give me more than twelve legions of angels? 
54 But how then shall the scriptures be fulfilled, that thus it must be? 
55In that same hour said Jesus to the multitudes, Are ye come out as 
against a thief with swords and staves for to take me? I sat daily with 
you teaching in the temple, and ye laid no hold on me. 
56 But all this was done, that the scriptures of the prophets might be 
fulfilled. Then all the disciples forsook him, and fled. 
57And they that had laid hold on Jesus led him away to Caiaphas the 
high priest, where the scribes and the elders were assembled. 
58But Peter followed him afar off unto the high priest's palace, and went 
in, and sat with the servants, to see the end. 
59Now the chief priests, and elders, and all the council, sought false 
witness against Jesus, to put him to death; 
60But found none: yea, though many false witnesses came, yet found 
they none. At the last came two false witnesses, 
61And said, This fellow said, I am able to destroy the temple of God, 
and to build it in three days. 
62And the high priest arose, and said unto him, Answerest thou nothing? 
what is it which these witness against thee? 
63But Jesus held his peace. And the high priest answered and said unto 
him, I adjure thee by the living God, that thou tell us whether thou be the 
Christ, the Son of God. 
64Jesus saith unto him, Thou hast said: nevertheless I say unto you, 
Hereafter shall ye see the Son of man sitting on the right hand of power, 
and coming in the clouds of heaven. 
65Then the high priest rent his clothes, saying, He hath spoken 
blasphemy; what further need have we of witnesses? behold, now ye 
have heard his blasphemy. 



66What think ye? They answered and said, He is guilty of death. 
67Then did they spit in his face, and buffeted him; and others smote him 
with the palms of their hands, 
68Saying, Prophesy unto us, thou Christ, Who is he that smote thee? 
69Now Peter sat without in the palace: and a damsel came unto him, 
saying, Thou also wast with Jesus of Galilee. 
70But he denied before them all, saying, I know not what thou sayest. 
71And when he was gone out into the porch, another maid saw him, and 
said unto them that were there, This fellow was also with Jesus of 
Nazareth. 
72And again he denied with an oath, I do not know the man. 
73And after a while came unto him they that stood by, and said to Peter, 
Surely thou also art one of them; for thy speech bewrayeth thee. 
74Then began he to curse and to swear, saying, I know not the man. And 
immediately the cock crew. 
75And Peter remembered the word of Jesus, which said unto him, 
Before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice. And he went out, and 
wept bitterly. 
 
Matthew 27: 
1When the morning was come, all the chief priests and elders of the 
people took counsel against Jesus to put him to death: 
2And when they had bound him, they led him away, and delivered him 
to Pontius Pilate the governor. 
3Then Judas, which had betrayed him, when he saw that he was 
condemned, repented himself, and brought again the thirty pieces of 
silver to the chief priests and elders, 
4Saying, I have sinned in that I have betrayed the innocent blood. And 
they said, What is that to us? see thou to that. 
5And he cast down the pieces of silver in the temple, and departed, and 
went and hanged himself. 
6And the chief priests took the silver pieces, and said, It is not lawful for 
to put them into the treasury, because it is the price of blood. 
7And they took counsel, and bought with them the potter's field, to bury 
strangers in. 



8Wherefore that field was called, The field of blood, unto this day. 
9Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet, 
saying, And they took the thirty pieces of silver, the price of him that 
was valued, whom they of the children of Israel did value; 
10And gave them for the potter's field, as the Lord appointed me. 
11And Jesus stood before the governor: and the governor asked him, 
saying, Art thou the King of the Jews? And Jesus said unto him, Thou 
sayest. 
12And when he was accused of the chief priests and elders, he answered 
nothing. 
13Then said Pilate unto him, Hearest thou not how many things they 
witness against thee? 
14And he answered him to never a word; insomuch that the governor 
marvelled greatly. 
15Now at that feast the governor was wont to release unto the people a 
prisoner, whom they would. 
16And they had then a notable prisoner, called Barabbas. 
17Therefore when they were gathered together, Pilate said unto them, 
Whom will ye that I release unto you? Barabbas, or Jesus which is called 
Christ? 
18For he knew that for envy they had delivered him. 
19When he was set down on the judgment seat, his wife sent unto him, 
saying, Have thou nothing to do with that just man: for I have suffered 
many things this day in a dream because of him. 
20But the chief priests and elders persuaded the multitude that they 
should ask Barabbas, and destroy Jesus. 
21The governor answered and said unto them, Whether of the twain will 
ye that I release unto you? They said, Barabbas. 
22Pilate saith unto them, What shall I do then with Jesus which is called 
Christ? They all say unto him, Let him be crucified. 
23And the governor said, Why, what evil hath he done? But they cried 
out the more, saying, Let him be crucified. 
24When Pilate saw that he could prevail nothing, but that rather a tumult 
was made, he took water, and washed his hands before the multitude, 
saying, I am innocent of the blood of this just person: see ye to it. 



25Then answered all the people, and said, His blood be on us, and on 
our children. 
26Then released he Barabbas unto them: and when he had scourged 
Jesus, he delivered him to be crucified. 
27Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the common hall, 
and gathered unto him the whole band of soldiers. 
28And they stripped him, and put on him a scarlet robe. 
29And when they had platted a crown of thorns, they put it upon his 
head, and a reed in his right hand: and they bowed the knee before him, 
and mocked him, saying, Hail, King of the Jews! 
30And they spit upon him, and took the reed, and smote him on the 
head. 
31And after that they had mocked him, they took the robe off from him, 
and put his own raiment on him, and led him away to crucify him. 
32And as they came out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name: 
him they compelled to bear his cross. 
33And when they were come unto a place called Golgotha, that is to say, 
a place of a skull, 
34They gave him vinegar to drink mingled with gall: and when he had 
tasted thereof, he would not drink. 
35And they crucified him, and parted his garments, casting lots: that it 
might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, They parted my 
garments among them, and upon my vesture did they cast lots. 
36And sitting down they watched him there; 
37And set up over his head his accusation written, THIS IS JESUS THE 
KING OF THE JEWS. 
38Then were there two thieves crucified with him, one on the right hand, 
and another on the left. 
39And they that passed by reviled him, wagging their heads, 
40And saying, Thou that destroyest the temple, and buildest it in three 
days, save thyself. If thou be the Son of God, come down from the cross. 
41Likewise also the chief priests mocking him, with the scribes and 
elders, said, 
42He saved others; himself he cannot save. If he be the King of Israel, 
let him now come down from the cross, and we will believe him. 



43He trusted in God; let him deliver him now, if he will have him: for he 
said, I am the Son of God. 
44The thieves also, which were crucified with him, cast the same in his 
teeth. 
45Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land unto the 
ninth hour. 
46And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eli, 
Eli, lama sabachthani? that is to say, My God, my God, why hast thou 
forsaken me? 
47Some of them that stood there, when they heard that, said, This man 
calleth for Elias. 
48And straightway one of them ran, and took a sponge, and filled it with 
vinegar, and put it on a reed, and gave him to drink. 
49The rest said, Let be, let us see whether Elias will come to save him. 
50Jesus, when he had cried again with a loud voice, yielded up the 
ghost. 
51And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to 
the bottom; and the earth did quake, and the rocks rent; 
52And the graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints which 
slept arose, 
53And came out of the graves after his resurrection, and went into the 
holy city, and appeared unto many. 
54Now when the centurion, and they that were with him, watching 
Jesus, saw the earthquake, and those things that were done, they feared 
greatly, saying, Truly this was the Son of God. 
55And many women were there beholding afar off, which followed 
Jesus from Galilee, ministering unto him: 
56Among which was Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James 
and Joses, and the mother of Zebedee's children. 
57When the even was come, there came a rich man of Arimathaea, 
named Joseph, who also himself was Jesus' disciple: 
58He went to Pilate, and begged the body of Jesus. Then Pilate 
commanded the body to be delivered. 
59And when Joseph had taken the body, he wrapped it in a clean linen 
cloth, 



60And laid it in his own new tomb, which he had hewn out in the rock: 
and he rolled a great stone to the door of the sepulchre, and departed. 
61And there was Mary Magdalene, and the other Mary, sitting over 
against the sepulchre. 
62Now the next day, that followed the day of the preparation, the chief 
priests and Pharisees came together unto Pilate, 
63Saying, Sir, we remember that that deceiver said, while he was yet 
alive, After three days I will rise again. 
64Command therefore that the sepulchre be made sure until the third 
day, lest his disciples come by night, and steal him away, and say unto 
the people, He is risen from the dead: so the last error shall be worse 
than the first. 
65Pilate said unto them, Ye have a watch: go your way, make it as sure 
as ye can. 
66So they went, and made the sepulchre sure, sealing the stone, and 
setting a watch. 
 
Matthew 28: 
1In the end of the sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the first day of the 
week, came Mary Magdalene and the other Mary to see the sepulchre. 
2And, behold, there was a great earthquake: for the angel of the Lord 
descended from heaven, and came and rolled back the stone from the 
door, and sat upon it. 
3His countenance was like lightning, and his raiment white as snow: 
4And for fear of him the keepers did shake, and became as dead men. 
5And the angel answered and said unto the women, Fear not ye: for I 
know that ye seek Jesus, which was crucified. 
6He is not here: for he is risen, as he said. Come, see the place where the 
Lord lay. 
7And go quickly, and tell his disciples that he is risen from the dead; 
and, behold, he goeth before you into Galilee; there shall ye see him: lo, 
I have told you. 
8And they departed quickly from the sepulchre with fear and great joy; 
and did run to bring his disciples word. 
9And as they went to tell his disciples, behold, Jesus met them, saying, 



All hail. And they came and held him by the feet, and worshipped him. 
10Then said Jesus unto them, Be not afraid: go tell my brethren that they 
go into Galilee, and there shall they see me. 
11Now when they were going, behold, some of the watch came into the 
city, and shewed unto the chief priests all the things that were done. 
12And when they were assembled with the elders, and had taken 
counsel, they gave large money unto the soldiers, 
13Saying, Say ye, His disciples came by night, and stole him away while 
we slept. 
14And if this come to the governor's ears, we will persuade him, and 
secure you. 
15So they took the money, and did as they were taught: and this saying 
is commonly reported among the Jews until this day. 
16Then the eleven disciples went away into Galilee, into a mountain 
where Jesus had appointed them. 
17And when they saw him, they worshipped him: but some doubted. 
18And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto 
me in heaven and in earth. 
19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 
20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded 
you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. 
Amen. 
 

 

On this awesome day, we'll spend time meditating on the cross, the 
empty grave and all that it has given us. But let's also meditate on the 
task this day calls us to "go and make disciples..." The pure gospel that 
Christ passed on to His disciples was the good news of a grace to be 
passed on, not just received. Jesus left His disciples equipped to make 
other disciples, to bear fruit. We can tell it worked because the people 
that they made disciples of were making disciples too. And so it has 



been passed on for two thousand years. But probably in every 
generation, certainly in ours, sometimes the gospel we spread mutates 
into something weaker. Instead of truly bearing fruit, we cultivate 
seedless grapes. As we spend time worshiping and thanking God today 
for the grace we have received, let us pray to be more challenged than 
ever to pass on that grace and to live out the Great Commission. 


